06 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


1 be an 
ir time 
surely 
e offici- 
H Weekly Journal for the profession. 
ight the : 
Edited by Huntina, F.R.C.V.S. 
terinary _ 
wonted oO. 
93 MAY 12, 1906 Vor. XVIII 
to the 
le of the ‘ 
THE Sir JonnN M‘Fapyean TESTIMONIAL. OF THE Posterton Aorta, 
ears on HROMBOSIS OF THE EXTER 
shich is Although the time appointed for closing the list] Arrpry EXxrernan 
ng with of subscriptions has passed we are able to say os cme 
| for by that the Treasurer will not decline any cheques By E. Wanuis Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 
“ or arriving before the 15th Inst., on which date the] On April 19th I was requested to attend a har- 
meeting of the subscribers takes place at 10, Red 3s mare said fae : 
| ness mare said to have injured her off hind leg while 
et in the 9 ere at 3 p.m. ~ meeting will decide being driven to town 
ly, the form of the testimonial, 
oe of the contribu-|animal, aged about 19 years according to the 
ce ‘ ; : owner, had been left idle in the stable from April 
the will be published,| 15th to April 17th in consequence of in 
ieee be ago og” . The Vet le in such a long list as|the near hind leg; she was put to walking exercise 
olowing as been given in T’he Veterinary Record it is hoped | on April 18th for about an hour and appeared per- 
nati peo Boone be pointed out as soon as fectly well. On the morning of April 19th she was 
sera t can then be rectified before the general put into double harness in order to drive the owner 
to town, and started very fresh, but after going a 
_ We believe we may say that the presentation will be] short distance from the stable she appeared to go 
‘is chiefly made on the termination of the annual general meeting| very Jame in the off hind leg and quickly lost all 
siverpool, was once suggested that the annual dinner would be a| Cows. 
— fine opportunity for the presentation, but the Committee She was with difficulty taken out of harness, and 
Paige . recognised that many members vould attend the meet-}Commenced to sweat profusely, and to exhibit 
> toate ing who might be unable to stay to the dinner, and thus| marked distress, pawing violently with each fore 
amore limited audience would be present than if the | foot alternately. She was removed to the nearest 
— function took place at Red Lion Square. This decided | stable and immediately lay down and commenced 
bes beled the matter, and we shall all have an extra attraction to | ¢¢ struggle, after a time this passed off, and the off 
“—P hind limb appeared to be powerless. The owner of 
in the stable, a retired Army surgeon, diagnosed a 
researches fracture of the bones in the region of the fetlock, 
Americt. THe Controu or GLANDERS. and proceeded to apply sundry bandages all over 
ant sea? A glance at the weekly table of returns of diseases of the affected limb. After about an hour's delay the 
ere animals will show that glanders is not decreasing. | mare was led to her own stable, a short distance 
e en the rhe cases in one week is an increase over the number | away, walking with great difliculty. 
and 1903, and is a! | found slight hardening of the gluteal muscles, 
uito ning to the authorities not to postpone action. and wt the animal was turned in the stall there 
Dail Everyone is at last agreed that the disease should be in the off hind leg. 
stamped out, Everyone is agreed that it can be stamp- thee! 
out. Delay now is due solely to the Treasury feeling The bladder on examinacion was found empty, the 
viii., 1881, unable to supply the necessary funds. The local | pulse was quick and irregular, and the animal was 
e infection authorities desire to act; the owners of horses are anxious | disinclined for mcvement of any kind. 
= and willing to co-operate. The Board of Agriculture is} A definite diagnosis was impossible, and the 
0 abel endeavouring to convince the ripe y of the necessity groom stated that no urine had been passed since 
or of action—but still the money with- the attack commenced. 
4 gramont 8 _Deputations have lately been befove the Minister Thinking I had a case of azoturia to deal with I 
) ' Agriculture from the Chambers of Agriculture and the Pao vhvaie hall to be given and fomentations 
wy fever fot ondon County Council to urge the importance of | P 
nd among action, and it is ominous that not a word of objection | to the loins and gluteal region, and prese ae 
ymp out 82 ‘ones from the Board of Agriculture. Lord Carrington | doses of spts. wth. uit. . sie 
ebressed his sympathy and agreement with the deputa-| April 20th. ~The mare appour' much brig 
CVS: we and went so far as to state his hope that the| hut the lameness was the sue as yesterday. Phe 
—— ia er of the Ex: hequer might give the necessary groom stated that a large quuntity of dark coloured 
,. E. Sayet cll 8. We quite appreciate the hesitation of the Chan-| Fine had been passed. On examining the urive I 
J, Simps0®: e or, but it may surely be urged that a disease which lid not observe an of the characteristics of azoturia 
the death of 1,700 horses every year and the death | DO® 
least a score of human beings, may claim to be | there. limb I found that from 
1 20 Fulbs® nomically met by an expenditure of a few thousands} On examining the affectec 
two or three years. the hock to the foot was deathiy cold, and there was 
no response to the prick of « pin in this region, nol 


794 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 12, 1906 


could pulsation be detected in any of the superficial 
vessels. The coronet and foot were also cold. Above 
the hock the parts appeared normal. 

A rectal examination as well as a vaginal, showed 
that the pulsations in the external iliac artery of the 
off side were very feeble, and the artery appeared 
smaller than normal. The termination of the 
posterior aorta appeared enlarged and more resis- 
tant to the touch than normal, and each pulsation 
communicated a peculiar thrill to the fingers. The 
vessels of the near hind limb seemed to be normal. 
An examination of the muscles of the off hip showed 
marked atrophy. 

The pulse was irregular and rather weak, and also 
gave a peculiar thrill to the fingers. Cardiac exam- 
ination showed the second sound of the heart 
slightly indistinct. 

The affected limb was slightly swollen, and at 
times the animal would stand level on it. The 
rectal examination appeared to cause a great deal 
of distress. 

April 21st.—Lameness slightly improved, the 
owner stated that at times he observed the mare to 
bend the hock of the near hind leg in a peculiar 
manner outwards, and to place the foot behind the 
off hind fetlock for short periods. 

A diagnosis of thrombosis of the iliac artery was 
given and destruction was advised. This at first 
the owner did not like, saying he preferred to leave 
the animal on grass as she was an old favourite, so 
he decided to let her stay on for a week. 

April 26th.—Owner telegraphed to say that the 
mare was much improved, the lameness was slight, 
and that circulation had returned to the limb. 

On attendance I found the limb normal to the 
touch, and the animal able to walk well. On trot 
ting her for a short distance the want of power was 
apparent, and she knuckled over on the fetlock. 
The pulse still gave the peculiar thrill to the 
fingers. 

Being very anxious for a post-mortem examina- 
tion, I persuaded the owner to have the animal de- 
stroyed, and at great inconvenience I agreed to 
chloroform her at my place in the country. 

May 2.—After walkirg to the place arranged, 
about 33 miles, the lameness became excessive, and 
the animal could not have gone much further. 
It took 11b 90z of chloroform to destroy her, and on 
this point I have some interesting details for a 
future note on anesthetics. 

Autopsy—immediately after death. On removing 
the abdominal organs, a very large dark-coloured 
tumour was apparent on the right side of the pos- 
terior aorta, a short distance above its division. 
This proved to be an enormous aneurism. Its walls 
were so thin that it was surprising how rupture 
did not occur during the casting and struggling. It 
contained a large amount of blood clot in various 
stages of organisation, some portions being of quite 
recent origin. 
completely plugged with a firm thrombus of a pale 
yellow colour, and the vessel was much smaller 
than normal, and felt like a firm cord. The muscles 


The right external iliac artery was| - 


Remarks.—The similarity between some of the 


symptoms of azoturia and those of the above case is 


a point worthy of attention. 
the history of the case is apt to lead to an errone- 


ous diagnosis. 


In such an instance 


This animal had been in her owner’s possession 


for a period of 12 years, and was never known to 


have anything amiss with her. The coachman 
stated that of late years he observed that she ap- 
peared to show some weakness of the hind limbs 
when going down a hill, but this he attributed to the 
animal getting old. The owner stated that the 
above was pure imagination. 

I think the case is interesting from many points 
of view, one of which is that affections of this nature 
may be in existence without showing any appreci- 
able symptoms. Had this animal been cast and 
chloroformed for any operation it is very likely that 
she would have succumbed, and unless a post- 
mortem were made the fatality would have been 
attributed to the anesthetic. However, as events 
proved she showed marked resistance to the toxic 


effects of this agent. 


A CASE OF CHOREA. 


A few weeks since I was asked to see a well-bred 
fox terrier dog, about nine months old, and found 
him suffering from chorea. 

There was slight constant twitching of the ten- 
poral muscles, which, though typical enough, was 
far from being severe. In addition to this the ani- 
mal was occasionally seized by those: violent and 
distressing spasms of the cervical and facial mus- 
cles and of those of mastication, with accompanying 
frothing at the mouth, with which most practitioners 
having much to do with canine practice are familia’. 
The animal was thin and in poor condition, but 
was not feverish. The appetite was fairly good, 
and though some depression of spirits was presett 
it was not very well marked. 

The most noteworthy feature of the case was the 
complete absence of any of the common initial 
symptoms of distemper. 

The owner's history was that the animal, thoug) 
not apparently really ill, had gradually .been losing 
condition and spirits for about a fortnight before the 
development of the nervous symptoms, which had 
appeared the day before I saw him. No cough o 
catarrh had ever been present and no exanthem 
had been noticed. 

I did not treat the animal long, for a couple a 
days after I first saw him symptoms of cerebi 
hyperemia appeared, and the owners then decided 
to have him destroyed. I thought the case peri) 
worthy of note as it is the exception rather th! 
the rule to find the nervous symptoms of distemp? 


to be the first diagnostic ones to appear. 
PRACTITIONER. 


The Annual Dinner of the Officers of the Army Ve 
inary Service, will be held at the Whitehall Roows 
Hotel Metropole, on Friday, June 22nd, 1906, at oa 

R.S.V.P. to Messrs. Holt & Co., 3 Whitehall Phe 


of the off quarter were wasted to a marked degree 
and very pale in colour. 


London, 8.W. 
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ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—I beg to offer myself as a candidate 
for Council after due deliberation. Acceptance of 
office would entail great personal loss, but the con- 
dition of the profession is such as to demand the 
services of its best men. 

I do not feel that any address is really necessary, 
but I bow to the modern usage, and I trust that 
my name will carry due weight with the electors. 
If returned I shall do my duty without fear or 
favour. I shall act independently and honestly— 
joining no party or clique, but voting according to 
my knowledge and intelligence. 

I consider the method of election by the whole 
profession is all wrong. It should be by class and 
district, so as to give a chance to every man whether 
he can or cannot read and write. Our 32 members 
of Council should represent 32 different interests— 
the Schools; the Army; the town; the country ; 
the horse, ox, sheep, and pig; the Canine specialist ; 
the State Inspector, and the Corporation Inspector; 
the Clinical observer and the Bacteriological worker ; 
the Australian, the Canadian and the South African; 
in fact every class that has, or thinks it has, a special 
interest. In this way we should achieve fair repre- 
sentation and professional unanimity. Vis wnta 
fortior. 

I shall give my vote in favour of a veterinary 
Member of Parliament, but I should not attempt to 
spoil the honour by any financial contribution. 

I shall join in any effort made to obtain exemp- 
tion from service on juries. No gentleman should 
be — upon a jury unless properly paid for his 
work. 

I shall always upbold the rights of the country 
practitioner and endeavour to obtain legal prohibi- 
tion of quackery. No person, except a M.R.C.V.S., 
should be allowed to doctor any sick animal. 

Mechanical motors are ousting the horse. We 
should agitate to limit the speed of all these motors 
upon public roads to 10 miles an hour. 

We are being robbed and disgraced by some of our 
own members who write books. I shall support the 
Registration Committee in striking off our rolls any 
member who writes a book capable of being 
understood by a non-professional person. 

I venture to think the time has come when all 
candidates for our examinations should be required 
'o produce a certificate of having matriculated at a 

niversity. This would limit the number of stu- 
dents and prevent over-crowding of the practi- 
tioner. 

Ithink an Act of Parliament should be obtained 
Compelling the Board of Agriculture to employ no 
one except veterinary surgeons, and all Local 
Authorities to appoint veterinary inspectors in their 

stricts. All such appointments should be properly 
paid and quite independent of any control save 

such as is exercised by veterinary societies in the 
County, 


As we are gentlemen and learned persons, no 
tradesmanlike actions should be permitted. Any 
member soliciting work or taking a client from 
another practitioner should be struck off the 
Register. 

I have no patience with some of our younger men 
aping the medical profession and writing prescrip- 
tions. Medicines should be made up at home and 
sent out in quantities. All draughts should be 
charged 3/6 and all balls 1/- each. 

It has been said that the old Council are mostly 
fools and the Registration Committee liars and 
hypocrites. I cannot fully accept this statement 
because I know two of them. If I am successful in 
appealing to your suffrage I promise to speedily ex- 
pose those men who are a disgrace to their profes- 
sion and a danger to the nation. 

I shall certainly vote for all members of Council 
being paid a fair salary in addition to costs of travel- 
ling, ete. 

I am not at present prepared to give an opinion 
about the proposed annual payment for the privilege 
of registration, but electors may rely upon my ap- 
proving the views of the majority—when known, 
and upon my paying the new fee—when obliged. 

Iam, gentlemen, you obedient servant, 
Aveustus Bounprer Situ. 


(We publish this address with some doubt as to its 
seriousness, but we confess to having seen very similar 
promises and statements in other addresses, and we allow 
great latitude to our correspondents. Mr. ‘‘ Smith’’ seems 
to have expressed himself with less than usual art.—E». | 


MEAT INSPECTION IN EDINBURGH. 


[Extract from Annual Report of the Sanitary and 
Markets Departments of the City of Edinburgh for 
the year 1965.—By A. MAYWELL WILLIAMSON, M.D., 


B.Se.] 


The supply of meat to the city consists of both Home 
and Foreign Meat. The former, with very few exeep- 
tions, is all prepared in the city slaughter-houses where 
it is under the constant supervision of the Veterinary 
Inspectors, one of whom is always on _ there. Im- 
mediately after being passed as fit for food, a number of 
tha carcases are removed to the city butchers’ shops, 
while a number of others are transferred to the Dead 
Meat Sales, where they are exposed to public auction, 
These sale rooms also receive a few contributions ad- 
dressed to them from country districts, and, immedi 
ately on arrival, all carcases are hung up and remain 
open to inspection for several hours prior to being 
offered for sale. During this time the sale-room 1s fre- 
quently visited by a Veterinary Inspector, and every 
carcase is subjected to a critical examination. oes 

During the year the number of animals dealt es in 
the city slaughter-honses shows a diminution of a om 
6000 as compared with the previous year. W hile t ie 
number of cattle dealt with exceeded the previous 
year’s total by abont 1300, there was a considerable wl 
crease in the number of pigs, and chiefly in the number 
of sheep which were sent to the danghter 
deed, in regard to the latter class, it Is found rw - 0 
fewer than in the previous year were dealt with there. 

The total number of carcases condenmed during the 
year in the slanghter-houses Is also in excess 
previous year, but this is chiefly accounted t 
number of pigs which were slaughtered under y + 
tions from the Board of Agriculture, and required to be 
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condemned on account of their emaciated condition. . 
The amount of foreign meat which has been imported, TABLE shewirg the Diseases found in the Carcases seized 
shows a considerable increase as compared with the in the Slaughter houses and throughout the City. 
past few years. This is chiefly due to the large o , 
quantity of frozen, boneless meat which arrives in  @ € g —— 
the city in quantities reaching from six to seven tons & 
each week. As the trade in this material is of quite 38 3 
recent date,—having been commenced within the past a o 
year or two,—the total quantity imported represents | ‘Tuberculosis 44 8 49 12 = 1 
generally the amount of foreign meat dealt with, in| Decomposition 7 ... 1 .. 4 #5 42 59 
excess of previous years. In addition to this class of | Emaciation a ee 2 75 47 ~= 132 
meat, there are also other | three distinct. classes of | Enteritis 3 2 32 5 17 59 
foreign meat which are imported to the city. These | idema 3 ‘ite 1 » 3 20 
include—. Pyrexia 13 1 
(a) Imported Fresh Carcases ;_ (4) Imported Frozen | Traumatism 1 9 
Meat; and (c) Imported Chilled Meat. Pneumonia 4 1 ws 3 y 
A special report has recently been presented to your | Septicaemia 2 1 1 4 
Public Health Committee in reference to the importa- | Carditis 
tion of frozen, boneless meat, and instructions have | Urticaria ae tanta Mec 1 1 
been received tu carry out special investigations in con- | Asphyxia tO sete a 
nection with this, and to periodically submit samples of | Cystitis 1 l 
it for bacteriological examination. These instructions | Pleurisy 1 9 
are now in course of being carried into effect. Pericarditis es id, aa or l 
While‘no seizures of imported meat have been made|}Hxmorrhage l 
during the year on account of diseased conditions, it has | Nephritis ee Ne, LE l 
been necessary to make several in cases in which meat Actinomycosis ... 1 l 
was found in a decomposing condition. A strict super- Peritonitis 
vision is necessary in connection with the possibility of Icteris a a ee 1 l 
this occurring, as it is well known that meat, which has Metritis 1 1 
been frozen or chilled, rapidly decomposes after the 
thawing process has set in. Totals. 99 8 60 12 438 94 146 453 
SumMaRyY oF Meat, ETC., SEIZED IN THE CITY DURING THE YEAR. 
Weight (in lbs. avoir.) 
Where Seized. 
Beef. Veal. Pork. Mutton. Fish. Fruit. Totals. 
Carcases condemned at Slaughter-honses 100,834 1847 6408 4643 113,732 
Quarters condemned for tuberculosis 8,510. 8,510 
Parts condemned for injuries &c. 1174s. 800k. 1,254 
In possession, but not exposed for sale 526 31 268 751 1559-2240 5,875 
Exposed, or in transmission for sale 2,664 193 180 666 1666 5,369 
Total throughout the City 113,708 1878 6869 5654 2225 3906 =: 134,240 
TUBERCULOSIS IN Cows. 
Total number of Cows slaughtered during the year ' ete ous 265 
Condemned for Tuberculosis 43 
Being a proportion of the total number of Cows slaughtered of 16°226 per cent. 
Or a proportion of the total Bovine species slaughtered of 0357 sy, 
There had been consigned from the City - ons 16 
- beyond the City ane 27 
Number of cases where Udders were Tuberculous os os 9 
Or a proportion of the total Cows affected of ins 20°3 per cent. 
Cows with Tuberculosis Udders supply Edinburgh with Milk— 
From the City Byres 4 
From beyond the City 4 


Three of those from the City Byres were ordered out by the Inspector 
Cows with Tuberculous Udders not supplying Edinburgh with Milk as 
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ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A general meeting was held on Friday, April 27, at 
the Literary Institute, Aylesbury, and was preceded by 
an elegant luncheon in another room of the same build- 
ing, to which the members had been hospitably invited 
by Messrs. H. G. and T. W. Lepper, of Aylesbury. 


THE LUNCHEON. 


Mr. H. G. Lepper presided at the repast, faced by his 
brother in the vice-chair, and the company—numbering 
30 in all—ineluded Mr. H. G. Simpson, of Windsor, 
President ; Dr. J. McCall, Major J. A. Meredith, A.V.D. 
and Messrs. A. L. Butters, John Hatch, Wm. Wilson, 
Sidney Villar, E. Lionel Stroud, P. W. Dayer-Smith, 
H.C. Jagger, R. C. Tennant, E. C. Howard, W. A. 
Hancock, E. Percival Owen, Wm. Hunting, C. Wood 
Page, R. Porch, W.G. Flanagan, J.S. Hurndall, Jas. 
F. Simpson, R. Page Bull, John Varney, James East, 
and Perey J. Simpson, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer) with 
Mr. Joseph East, visitor. 

After the luncheon, 

Mr. Henry Lepper briefly submitted the toast of 
“His Majesty the King,” which was loyally drunk. 

Mr. H. G. Simpson subsequently rose and said that 
at those gatherings speeches were not allowed, but on 
such an occasion he felt they could not rise from the 


given them not only to renew acquaintance with Ayles- 
bury, but also to thank the Messrs. Lepper for their 
courtesy and hospitality that day. (Hear, hear.) No 
words were needed to commend the name of Lepper to 
veterinarians. That name had been associated with 
the Royal Counties Association from its inception. In 
1884, when the Society was started, the late Mr. G. A, 
Lepper was its first President, and Mr. H. G. Lepper 
took the chair as President in 1892 and Mr. T. W. 
Lepper in 1898. Inall departments the Messrs. Lepper 
had taken a very keen interest in the doings of the 
Association, and he was sure they would back him up 
in assuring them that it gave the members the greatest 
pleasure to come there and accept their hospitality. He 
proposed the health of “Our Hosts.” (Applause.) 

The toast was honoured with fitting enthusiasm. 

The CHArRMAN heartily thanked the company for the 
very kind way in which they had been good enough to 
drink the toast. He and his brother had very great 
pleasure in seeing their guests that day, and assured 
them that—while they could not give them a luncheon 
Which developed into a banquet at a great London 
restaurant, or take them to see the farm stock of Windsor, 
or give them a delightful trip on the silvery Thames— 
they were only too delighted to have the opportunity 
nsome small way of reciprocating kindness received, 
and thanked their guests for their company. 

Mr. T. W. Lepper also said a few words in acknow- 
edgment. 

Mr. H. G. Leeper gave “The Health of the President 
of the Association,” observing that they were all very 
glad to have Mr. Henry Simpson with them that day. 
His family had been connected with the Association 
‘tom its foundation, and he was “the right man in the 
night place.” (Applause). 

¢ PRESIDENT, who was cheered on rising, returned 
thanks, and assured the company that it would always 
os him the greatest pleasure to do everything he could 
» forward the interests of the Association. It was not 
Ne first time a Simpson had been associated with the 
"sidential chair, and he sincerely trusted it could not 


THE Meerine. 


Mr. H. G. Simpson, President, was in the chair. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for inability to 
attend were announced from Captain W. A. Wright 
A.V.D., Prof. MeCall, Prof. Pritchard, and Messrs. J’ 
McKerlie, D. Wyllie, E. Lawrence, F. W, Hanks, W. 
Western, F. W. Wragg, H. G. Wragg, W. H. Anderson, 
Coleman, Pauer, J. A. Todd, A. Broad, F. Bazley, 
T. D. Hughes, 8. Slocock, F. W. Thompson, W. (G, 
Flanagan, jun., W. L. Harrison, G. P. Male, Mulvey, 
J. W. Wilson, Verney, A. Wheatley, and E. J. Mellett. 

CoNGRESSEs. 

The Secrerary read a circular letter from the Lord 
Mayor of Cork inviting the Association to send dele- 
gates to the Congress of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health to be held at Cork between June 28 and July 3. 
After some discussion it was agreed that the Hon. 
Secretary be appointed delegate, and allowed 10 guineas 
towards his expenses, on the motion of Mr. Flanagan, 
seconded by Mr. Wilson. 

It was agreed, on the proposition of Mr. J. F. Simp- 
son, secunded by Mr. Butters, that Mr. Coleman and 
Mr. Villar represent the Association at the Sanitary 
Institute Congress at Bristol, being allowed 4 guineas 
each towards their expenses. 


CARDIFFF’S VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Yorkshire 
V.M.A. enclosing a resolution as tu the appointment of 
a veterinary inspector for the City of Cardiff, to act 
under the Medical Officer of Health for that City. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson thought that a long discussion on 
this subject might be saved if he made a statement. 
He thought that the object of the Yorkshire Society 
in sending that communication was to induce the Royal 
Counties’ Society to pass a resolution and forward it to 
the Royal College for the consideration of the Council 
of that body. It would not be right of him, seeing that 
the matter had as yet only been considered in Commit- 
tee, to tell them exactly what had been done; but he 
was sure that Dr. McCall and Mr. Villar would join 
him in the assurance that it was receiving the ver 
careful and serious attention of the Committee which 
had been specially called to consider it. (Hear, hear.) 
They had a very long meeting only about a week ago 
to consider that subject ; and at the proper time that 
Committee would report to the Council. He did not 
think, under those circumstances, that it was necessary 
for the meeting, as an Association, to take any action 
that day. Already several resolutions had been for- 
warded ; and, as he had said, the matter was receiving 
serious and anxious consideration. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Burrers observed that under the circumstances 
referred to he would move that the correspondence lie 
on the table. 
Mr. VILLAR moved that the Secretary be instructed 
to write to the Yorkshire Society to the effect that this 
Association expresses its sympathy with them in their 
endeavour to uphold the rights of the veterinary pro- 
fession. 
This was seconded by Mr. J. F. Simpson, and carried 
unanimously, Mr. Butters having withdrawn his motion. 
Mr. F. W.Tuompson, 0! Reading, was 
unanimously elected a member of the Association on the 
nomination of Mr. W. G. Flanagan. 
Mr. WILson said he was pleased lo be the mouth- 
piece of several friends in asking tly Association to fix 
the next meeting to be held at Oxtord. He was not 
going to divulge secrets, but they thought the meeting, 
held at Oxford, wenld prove pleasurable and agree 
able to the whi 
JAGG secondet 1@ proposal, Ww 
the date tor the Oxford meeting was 


‘+ was carried 


the last. (Applause.) 
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fixed for Friday, August 3rd, instead of the last Friday 
in July, so as not to clash with the meeting of the 
National Association. 

SPECIMENS. 


The next item on the agenda paper was the exhibition 
of morbid specimens of cases of interest. 


INTESTINAL CONCRETION. 


Mr. JAMES East showed a specimen taken from the 
intestines of a van gelding which had been at work in 
the City of London. It had worked remarkably well 
for six months, and then began to waste, becoming a 
mere bag of bones. A client of his purchased the 
animal and turned it into a grass field, where it picked 
up wonderfully for about six weeks, then showed signs 
of colic and died 1n nine days. A post-mortem revealed 
a concretion weighing about 180z. in the colon, appar- 
ently caused by a small piece of tin, which was found in 
the centre. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson s id thit in his opinion the concre- 
tion had nothing whatever to do with the wasting of the 
horse. Did Mr. East direct his attention to any other 
organs of the body while m:king his post-mortem ? The 
case sounded very much like one of tuberculosis. 
Apparently there was very little lime in the composition 
of the mass shown. He had one at home about four 
times ¢s large, and proportionately ten times as heavy, 
and there was no wasting in the case of the horse from 
which that was taken. 

Mr. East said that on making the post-mortem there 
was not the slightest evidence of any tubercular deposit 
in any part of the body, nor did he detect any parasitic 
mischief affecting the bowels. He did not himself 
believe that a small body of that description could 
account for such terrible wasting. 


A Foor LEston. 


Mr. East then showed the foot of a well-bred Shire 
horse. It and two companions broke loose one night 
and galloped round a very badly paved yard. Three 
days after he was called in and had the shoe taken off, 
and in another three days a slight discharge of a nasty 
character took place from the sole of the foot, and after- 
wards a slight bulging at the upper part of the coronet. 
Enormous swelling followed, and eventually the animal 
had to be destroyed. There was a great amount of peri- 
ostitis, with bony matter thrown out. 

In reply to Mr. Porch, Mr. East said there was not 
the slightest evidence of ringbone or any other disease 
. the bone of the Shire horse until the bulging took 

ace. 

Mr. Percy Srmpson exhibited a section of the spine 
of a pedigree Berkshire sow. He had thought that the 
complaint was rheumatism, owing to the shifting of the 
stiffness from the off to the near fore leg, and then the 
sow got paralysed behind. Being a valuable animal he 
treated it for six weeks, and then advised slaughter. 
Afterwards he was informed that there was an abscess 
in the off fore shoulder and a smaller one in the other 
shoulder, and there was also multiple abscesses in the 
bone of spine itself. When he had the specimen pro- 
duced given him it was not fresh enough to test for 
tuberculosis, and, further, it had been amongst hay. 

Mr. VILLAR, as to the very interesting specimen the 
Secretary had brought forward, very much regretted that 
he was not able to assure them that the animal was not 
affected with tuberculosis. It seemed to him extremely 


probable that that was the cause of the mischief, having 


regard to the multiple abscesses and the paralysis. 


Mr. Hunttnc said he had no experience of a calculus 


in London, and in each the centre was a piece of zine, 
The moral was not to have old zinc mangers from whic} 
the horse could nibble bits. 

The foot seemed a good specimen of necrotic perio- 
stitis. 

Dr. McCatt remarked, in reference to the paralysed 
condition due to abscesses in the spinal canal, it was not 
at all uncommon for lambs in the North of England to 
be completely paralysed in the hind legs at the age of 
three or four weeks, and in post-mortems of several of 
thuse cases they found abscesses in the spinal canal. It 
was interesting, where they had paralysis, to examine 
the spinal canal. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson said the pigs they were called to 
were generally the property of poor cottagers, and if they 
could recognise that as a disease of commoner occur. 
rence than they had hitherto thought, although it might 
not be curable it might save poor people the expense of 
keeping an animal in the hope that it might recover. 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the gentle- 
men who had brought morbid specimens, on the propos- 
tion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Verney. 

Mr. East and Mr. Perey Simpson responded, the 
latter expressing the wish that more morbid specimens 
and cases of interest were brought forward at those 
meetings. He wished members would remember, when 
they got an interesting case within a few weeks ofa 
meeting, to put it in a little formalin solution and 
bring it along. He was quite of opinion that the case 
of the pig was tuberculous, but as a scientific post-mor 
tem had not been made he could not be certain. 


THE UNSATISFACTORY SIDE OF THE EXAM: 
NATION OF HORSES AS TO SOUNDNESS. 


By T. W. Lepper, M.R.C.V.S., Aylesbury. 


Gentlemen,—I have chosen for discussion what jou 
may consider a somewhat uninteresting subject, namely, 
“The unsatisfactory side of the examination of horse 
as to soundness,” my object being to draw attention t 
the great differences of opinion that exist among 
veterinary surgeons as to what constitutes soundnes 
and unsoundness as the case may be. To demonstrate 
this we have only to peruse the recent case in our Lav 
Courts of Simmons v. Sheather, here we have a nuwler 
of well-known veterinary surgeons giving expert ev 
dence, on the one side declaring a horse has a bone 
spavin, and on the other side declaring his hocks at 
perfectly sound. A case of this sort in my opinion doe 
our profession a great deal of harm, making us |00 
somewhat ridiculous in the eyes of the public and pos 
bly shaking their confidence in our judgment. I woild 
like to see a meeting or board of prominent members“ 
the profession held to discuss this subject and endeavotl! 
to draw up some rules which might be of permanetl 
benetit to us as a guide in the examination of horses, al 
I venture to think this would be more useful and é 
more good than any Parliamentary representation “ 
which we hear so much talk now-a-days. I can call 
mind, and probably every one else in this room cat 
member instances of disagreement with fellow pr 
tioners as to soundness of a horse. I will try to state 
few points on which I think we mostly differ, and 
relate a few cases that have recently come under !" 
observation. 

In connection with the examination of the & 
one case comes forcibly to mind. The animal ws! 
valuable one ; I had passed this horse sound, noting ® 
of no moment a small opacity on the cornea of one 


causing anemia, and they all had experience of animals | right off the centre of sight and no bigger than a on 
in the finest condition having calculi larger than the one | pin’s head ; this was the result of an injury, and Kon 
shown. As to the apparent centre of the calculus,| ably caused in jumping through a hairy tence. >” 
which was a piece of zinc, he had seen nine or ten lately | this horse was sold in ‘less than a month after puch 
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for £350, when a brother practitioner examined him and 
rejected him on account of this opacity. My client’s dis- 
gust and my own annoyance can be easily imagined. 

A similar case came to my notice some few years ago 
and I naturally drew my client’s attention to it. He 
was a gentleman farmer, and chaftingly remarked that 
I could never pass a horse sound without some qualify- 
ing remark ; to which I replied, “ Very well, if you sell 
this horse by aucti n describing him as a good hunter 
you may possibly get him returned.” Now by a most 
curious coincidence this very man was taken seriously 
ill, and his horses were sent up to Tattersall’s and the 
animal in question was sold for 120 guineas—and re- 
turned as unsound in eyes, and not answering the 
warranty of a good hunter. This naturally crabbed the 
horse, and I subsequently purchased him myself for £80 
and hunted him for two seasons never giving the eye 
another thought, for naturally it never troubled him, 
nor did he ever make a mistake, in fact he had the best 
of sight always and was aripping hunter. 

I would like to ask you a should these two horses 
I have just mentioned be rejected as unsound? I take 
it that unsoundness in a legal sense may be defined as 
“Any abnormality which does now or may hereafter 
interfere with a horse’s usefulness,” that being so, how 
can a horse be unsound with a small opaque spot on the 
cornea of one eye which in no way interferes with the 
sight. I grant you an opacity resulting from an attack 
of ophthalmia would be an unsoundness withont doubt, 
but surely one can distinguish that from an injury such 
as | have described. 1 consider it absolutely wrong to 
reject a horse on this account, it is simply a blemish 
and nothing more. How is this likely to interfere with 
a horse’s usefulness hereafter, are you going to get in- 
flammation set up in the eye again from a mere scar ! 
Certainly not, but personally 1 am indifferent as to 
whether you call it unsoundness or not, all that I desire 
is that we should agree on the point among ourselves, 
instead of differing and making one another look foolish 
as we are doing at the present time. 

I saw a horse shortly since that was passed sound 
with enlarged and dropped Corpora Nigra practically 
blocking up the whole pupillary opening, the two cases 
do not to my mind compare as regards the unsoundness. 

When we come to consider the respiratory organs 
I think the examination of wind, especially as regards 
hunters, is the most fruitful source of disagreement 
between veterinary surgeons. A horse may be a slight 
whistler only, and it is practically impossible to detect 
it unless one rides him and sends him into his bridle. I 
may be wrong but I think it is comparatively easy for 
aman on the ground to miss a slight defect in a horse’s 
wind. Then again I[ have noticed at times horses make 
an abnormal shrill sound in their gallop, neither a 
whistle nor a roar, but an unnatural sound, difficult to 
describe and equally difficult to account for. You can 
hardly call such an animal a roarer ; but is he sound in 
his wind? I doubt it, and expert opinions are often 
divided, as I have seen in more cases than one. 

Again as regards a horse “ grunting” to the stick and 
at the same time showing no indications of whistling or 
roaring ; are we to pass him sound? Personally | 
should say decidedly not ; knowing full well how often 
a grunter subsequently becomes a roarer. But what a 
simple matter this would be to settle among ourselves 
or all time as to whether a horse that grunts to the 
stick and is neither a whistler nor a roarer is sound or 
unsound ? 

I am absolutely certain that a horse may become un- 
sound in his wind in a much quicker time than is often 
Supposed, and this I know to my sorrow. I examineda 

orse early in January of this year after purchase at_a 
repository, when I am sure he was absolutely sound in 

Is wind. [ examined the same animal again the second 


having had a cold or any other illness in the m 
but he did not grunt in the least to the stick. 

Again, I examined a horse for a farmer last year in 
March and passed him absolutely sound, and the horse 
took a number of prizes in the show ring last summer. 
He was sold in September, when the veterinary surgeon 
who was called in to examine him said “the horse giun- 
ted but was not a roarer,” and fortunately for the vendor 
the purchaser took the horse. Now [ am quite positive 
no man could make that horse grunt at the time | exam. 
ined him. Both these cases were, of course, very un- 
satisfactory. 

I shall now make a few remarks on the horse’s limbs. 
When we come to consider the examination of hocks, 
a really lamentable difference of opinion exist, especially 
as regards “bone spavin.” The case of Simmonds ». 
Sheather demonstrates how necessary it really is for us 
to have a more mutual understanding on this subject. 
It is the coarse, well developed hocks that cause so 
much misunderstanding. Are the grooves between the 
protuberances of bone over the seat of spavin so easily 
to be felt? If so I take it the difficulty of deciding the 
question of soundness is to a great extent removed, | 
must admit at once that I em not sufliciently clever to 
always detect these grooves, and that being so I pass a 
horse “sound” with so called coarse hocks if of equal 
size, provided he is a good mover and flexes his hocks 
well ; and I think that should be the rule. It would be 
a iniraculous coincidence for a horse to have spavins of 
exactly similar dimensions, shape, and so forth in both 
hocks, at the same time to use them well with good 
action, no dragging of the toe or other indications of 
s myo beyond the somewhat abnormal development of 
the bone. 

Thoroughpin and bog spavin, though not so important 
in as much as lameness is less likely to ocenr from them, 
are nevertheless a source of disagreement of opinion, 
especially in cart horses ; some veterinary surgeons tak- 
ing little or no notice of them unless of huge size, and 
others refusing to pass a horse with a small thorongh- 

in. 
‘ On the snbject of ringbone, my attention was drawn 
to a case last autumn of a Shire mare that was sold for 
exportation at a good figure, and was rejected for what 
I should call “imaginary ringbone,” for the coronets to 
my way of thinking were absolutely normal. 1 can only 
surmise that the veterinary surgeon in question (sup- 
posed to be a man of experience) had some fad as to 
ringbone, and expected a huge Shire mare to have simi 
lar coronets toa thoroughbred. If so | do not think he 
should be allowed to exercise his fad to the detriment of 
his profession. 
To show what little notice some veterinary surgeons 
take of Curb, I saw a hunter last summer whieh bad 
been purchased in Ireland by his owner andp assed 
there to him as perfectly sound, with absolutely large 
curbs, so much so that he was fired on them previons to 
this hunting season at the owner's request, who laugh- 
ingly seemed to take it all in good part ; but it really 
is too absurd of us not to be more mutual in our 
opinions. 

When we come to consider Splint our difficulties as to 
laying down any definite rule of guidance in the exam 
ination increase. We all know a“ bad” splint from a 
“good” one—-if I may be pardoned for using this a 
——as regards situation, size, and so forth, but it must be 
acase more or less of individual discrimination as to 
the matter of soundness. I am certain of one thing- : 
that the old teaching of “once a splint always a splint © 
is a fallacy. We have all seen great splints on the legs 
of young horses d sappear altogether mn later life. a 
Passing on to feet, are we justified in saying @ horse 1s 
sound with odd feet ! and how are we to tell to at 
tainty whether the smaller foot 


Week in March and he had become a roarer without 


slight congenital malformation or 
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from constant resting of it as a result of disease. Some 
practitioners appear able to give a definite opinion at 
once, bnt [ regret to say I am not one of them, and I 
look upon a horse with a contracted odd foot with a good 
de .1 of doubt ; I object to passing such a one as sound. I 
have seen the feet measured with a tape, but if there is so 
little difference in the size of them that it cannot be 
detected with the eye I consider it wiser to take no 
notice. 

As to “Corns,” I personally should not reject a horse 
for slight corns in a good shaped foot, and I take it that 
is the general rule, though some may differ from me on 
this point. But in a weak footed horse they are often 
troublesome and an unsoundness too, and yet we cannot 
agree, 


A case in point came to my notice some time since. | « 


A young veterinary surgeon rejected a farmer’s horse as 
unsound for having a corn, and I am bound to say there 
was the slightest discolouration of the horn on the in- 
side of one fore foot only. I was called in by the ven- 
dor to examine the horse for him and passed it “ sound,” 
and it was purchased on my certificate. Had it not 
been so the owner would have lost the sale of the 
animal in, what I consider, a very unfair way. Let us 
by all means use every precaution, and mention anything 
abnormal we may find, but it seems to me absurd to re- 
ject a horse over such a trivial matter. 

In eases of sidebone, again, there is a great difference 
of opinion, especially as regards examination at shows. 
Of course if the ossification of the lateral cartilages is 
complete the horse is unsound, no matter what his age 
may be ; the difficulty comes in where a horse has rigid 
cartilages and the ossification is not complete. Are we 
then to pass such an animal as sound? I should say 
decidedly not in private practice, as the horse would 
eat develop sidebones and may subsequently go 
ame. QOne naturally gives a little more latitude in the 
examination at a show, as it is a question of the 
moment as to whether the animal is sound at the time ; 
here we may let ananimal through with rigid cartilages, 
but are we right in doing so? Because if a sidebone is 
forming there is hereditary taint’ in that animal almost 
to the same extent as if the cartilages were ossified and 
immovable. Still the fact remains that we are anything 
but agreed on this point. 

As to unsoundness generally, we naturally cannot all 
expect to see things in the same light. That some 
detinite guidance vught to be offered us on points of 
difference which frequently occur is certainly my 
opinion, especially with a view to help the young prac- 
titioner, who errs too much on the side of safety 1 am 
sure ; perhaps not having sufficient confidence in his 
own judgment. We must not forget we have a very 
responsible duty to perform. Onur client is justly enti-' 
tled to our first consideration, but we have also a duty 
to the vendor, and we should endeavour to act fairly by 
both parties and not to reject a horse from which one 
might call “stage fright,” which I fear is sometimes 
done. Anyhow the occurrence of the disagreement I 
have mentioned is horribly unsatisfactory all round and 
does the profession harm. Surely it might to some 
extent be remedied, and my object in bringing this sub- 
j ct of examination before you in, I fear, a very dis- 
jointed paper is to obtain suggestions to remedy what I 
have called “the unsatisfactory side of the examination 
of horses.” 

Purchasers imagine that if a horse is passed as sound 
by their veterinary adviser they have a positive assur- 
ance of the horse being alright at the time of purchase, 
and a sort of guarantee that when they come to sell the 
animal he will pass sound again, but when another 
opinion is taken on re-sale they often find they are 
mistaken. 


discuss presently, and [ trust by your discussion we may 
help one another to a better understanding. Possibly 
some of these remarks may be considered as more or 
less detrimental to the profession, but I can assure you 
that is not the spirit in which they are meant. All [ 
hope and ask for is a better understanding among our- 
selves for our mutual good. 


DISCUSSION. 


The PRESIDENT said they would agree that the subject 
brought forward by Mr. Lepper was a very important 
one. To his mind it all seemed to centre on the ques- 
tion of a min’s opinion. If they could all be of the 
same opinion it would be very nice, but unfortunately— 
or perhaps fortunately—every man had his own opinion 
po was entitled to back it up. While he thought he 
was right, he did not suggest that the other man was 
wrong. As to hocks, a very vexed question was the 
difference of opinion between spavin and coarse hocks, 
and whether it was possible always to distinguifh the 
grooves in the bones. He was in the same position as 
Mr. Lepper. Since the Sheather and Simmonds case he 
had endeavoured to make himself quite conversant with 
those grooves on the hock, and it had caused hima 
great deal of annoyance, especially where a horse hada 
thickened condition of the skin from any cause, and he 
defied anybody to find those grooves in the bones under 
those conditions. That being so, was a man to pass 
that horse as sound but with coarse hocks, or was he to 
call it spavined? He could only give his opinion, and 
could not be blamed for what he said. (Hear, hear.) 

Then came the question of wind. No doubt they had 
been considerably mortified to find that other people did 
not agree with them, but there again it was a question 
of personal opinion. A good deal of discussion had 
taken place as to the best way to examine a horse's 
wind. Some people rode their horse every time, and 
some did not. He knew personally cases in which he 
should have said a horse was wrong in wind until he 
had ridden him. When they had a horse put on the 
lunging rein and galloped in a circle his head was pulled 
round and he wasn’t in a natural position, and they 
heard all sorts of noises. They might ride him with the 
head in a natural position and they would probably tell 
a very different tale. Then in riding horses a great deal 
depended on the state of the day. If it was blowing 
half a gale and raining he could examine a horse’s wind 
better if the horse was ridden for him, galloped in a 
figure of eight, or on a long stretch, with the head in a 
natural position. Let them give the horse every chance, 
and if + om heard anything suspicions get on him them- 
selves. (Hear, hear.) He hoped the time would come, 
as Mr. Lepper said, when they would be more wnatl- 
mous in their opinion as to what was really soundness 
or unsoundness, but so long as men had an opinion of 
their own they would continue to exercise it. If any- 
thing could be done to whee] themselves into line on 4 
few points much of the unsatisfactory part of the exam 
ination of horses might be cleared up. (Hear, hear.) , 

Mr. Huntine, being called on by the President, sal 
the writer of the paper gave as his excuse fer it that he 
wished to obtain suggestions for remedyirg the tnsatl* 
factory side of the examinations ; but he was afraid Mr. 
Lepper was an optimist if he thought he would st 
many suggestions in that direction. Apparently it "4% 
voneabed that in the majority of cases in which one 
veterinary opinion differed from another the difference 
was one of degree. It was not, asa rule, a difference & 
to whether a certain thing existed or did not exist—that 
could be easily decided, and an opinion founded 0 
three or four different observations. They did not “4 
plain of a man if they asked him the length of a walk- 
ing stick and he was an inch out, without measuring It 


There are some pvints I have no doubt left out which 
some gentlemen present will think of and would like to 


If they could measure they would all agree. Takis 
spavin for instance, from the smallest spavin to 
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largest was a matter of degree. Where was the point to 
start from? He did not know it, it was a matter of 
opinion. One thing was certain, it was quite possible to 
find both hocks spavined and of the same shape. In 
the Sheather case, in his opinion there was a little en- 
largement on both hocks, but a little further forward in 
one than the other, and they could not feel distinctly 
the groove between the ridges on the head of the meta- 
tarsal and on the cuneiform bones. Although he could 
feel the ridges there, he could not be positive that there 
was articular mischief—it was only a matter of opinion. 
They who examined it months after the original exam- 
ination had the advantage of knowing that the horse 
had been at work since that time, and he still went per- 
fectly well on both hocks ; but still he was not going to 
quarrel with men on the other side who said those hocks 
were not healthy. Again, it was not for them altogether 
to say what was soundness or unsoundness, because His 
Majesty’s Judges took a different view. He had heard 
Mr. Justice Field lay it down that a horse was either 
sound or unsound, just as a plate was either cracked or 
not cracked. There were no sound horses over three 
years if they were going to define soundness as closely 
as that. (Hear, hear.) 

Then there was the case of ringbones. He confessed 
that, having more to do with the lighter class of horse 
than the heavy cart horse, he felt much puzzled with the 
latter sometimes to say whether the coronets were 
healthy or not. They got thickened skin and a great 
mass of hair, and so, though the coronets felt very big, 
if he could not find anything there he gave the horse the 
benefit. Then if they took cases in which there was 
very distinct and irregular enlargement, which some 
people called false ringbones, they were apt to differ 
again, and more particularly in prosecutions for cruelty, 
where the evidence was conflicting because the witnesses 
were talking about two different things. He believed 
the only proper definition of ringbone was a bony en- 
largement which interfered with the action of the joint ; 
whereas other people thought a bony enlargement any- 
where below the fetlock was ringbone.* They could cer- 
— have a definition as to what ringbone was or was 
not. 

As to roaring, again, it was a matter of degree. Then, 
as Mr. Lepper had said, there was sometimes an abnor- 
mal sound that they did not really know what to say 
about. They might come to more of an agreement about 
grunting. It had been said by good authorities that a 
grunt w+s not of much significance, and had not much 
to do with roaring. He thought it had a very direct 
‘omnection with roaring or whistling in ninety cases out 
1a hu dred, and that therefore grunting ought to be 
accepted as a pathological sign. 

As to curbs, he took a view which he thought was not 
usual, viz., that they were very insignificant. A horse 
that had been lame with curb, properly taken care of, if 
be did three months’ work a remained sound would 
ilways remain sound. But they wanted to protect 
themselves as well as the man who employed them, and 
he thought that the only way to protect themselves was 
‘o mention any of those things in their certificate. 
They could always protect themselves by mentioning 
‘varseness of hocks, or what not. (Hear, hear.) Then 
if they knew that another man had given an opinion, it 

ehoved them to be extra cautious in what they said. 

Also he wished to say something about the voluntary 
“pinion given to a client about a horse that they knew 
wothing of. The coachman repeated those remarks to 

'S Master, and that was a good enough peg to hang a 
Ww on. If men would reserve those unsolicited and 
there would be far fewer law-suits. 

Applause, 

t. VILLAR observed that in the whole purview of the 

‘terinary profession there was nothing of more interest 


better understanding among themselves, it would be a 
grand thing if they could get more in accord if only on 
the less important points in dispute, such as what was 
or what was not a ringbone, as pointed out by Mr. 
Hunting. (Hear, hear.) A well known dealer once re- 
marked to him that volumes might be written on wind, 
and still they would have much to learn, and he 
thought that dealer was right. The only way to arrive 
at a satisfactory conclusion in a case of considerable 
difficulty was for a man to ride the horse himself, as 
then he had only the horse to deal with, whereas if he 
put the groom up he had the groom to deal with as well, 
and the groom might be a very clever man. (Hear, 
hear.) As to odd feet, he thought it a great deal a 
question of age. Ina three or four year old he should 
call attention to it simply, but with ‘an older horse he 
should exercise much more caution. (Hear, hear.) 

On the motion of Mr. Percy Simpson, seconded by 
Mr. Tennant, it was resolved that Mr. Lepper’s paper be 
printed and circulated, and the discussion adjourned to 
the Oxford meeting. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Lepper for 
his most interesting and valuable paper, on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. J. F. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Wilson. 

Afterwards Mr. H. G. Lepper entertained the party to 
tea at his residence. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on April 5th, 1906, the President, Henry 
Sumner, Esq., in the chair, and the attendance included 
Messrs. Wolstenholme, Stent, Ferguson, Giblin, Burn- 
dred, Ackroyd, Ingram, Michaelis, Campbell, Share- 
Jones, W. A. Taylor, Faulkner, Woods, Chorlton, Adam- 
son, Priestner, Dobie, Munro, and T. Eaton-Jones. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
McKinna, A. Lawson, H. L. Roberts, Prof. Sir J. 
M‘Fadyean, W. Packman and 8. Locke. 

On the motion of Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by Mr. 
Eaton Jones, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read, 

The minutes of the meeting held on January 19, 1906, 
in reference to the parliamentary representation of the 
veterinary profession were also taken as read, on the 
proposal of Mr. Woods, seconded by Mr. Eaton Jones, 

Mr. G. H. Locke submitted the minutes of a meeting 
of the Council of the L.V.M.A. held on January 30th, 
1906, which contained a recommendation that the ex- 

venditure incurred for the guests at the Annual Dinner 
e paid by the Association. 

The PresipENt explained that the Council had taken 
the onus of extending an invitation in the name of the 
Association to various gentlemen, and they now desired 
that meeting to approve or disapprove their action In so 
far as payment out of the funds of the Association was 
concerned. 

The minutes of the Council meeting were adopted on 
the proposal of Mr. Eaton Jones, seconded by Mr. 
Giblin. 

Mr. J. F.T. ALLEN, Burslem, was nnanimously elected 


a member of the Association on the proposal of Mr. 
G. H. Locke, seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme. ; 
Mr. Woops desired to refer to the minutes of the 


been passed, and which 


} i ing which had just 
i yore hat the question of the 


contained a recommendation t 


‘ arising on circular 
Cardiff appointment a question arising on 
from the Vorkshire 7.M.A., should be referred to that 
meeting. 

Mr. a said that inasmuch as the whole thing 


was settled, it was useless to discuss it. 


than the examination of horses as to soundness. Astoa 


Mr. W. A. TayLor moved that the receipt of the 


802 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 12, 1906 


communication from the Yorkshire Society be acknow- 
ledged, expressing appreciation of the action taken in 
the matter. 

Mr. FAULKNER seconded the proposal. He said a 

rotest had been sent to the Cardiff authorities by the 
orkshire Society, and he did not see what more could 
be done at present. 

The proposal was carried. 

Mr. i. re Hewitson, of Southport, was nominated 
for membership by Mr. Stent. 

Mr. R. C. Roprnson, Carlisle, and Mr. R. H. Knieurt, 
Sowerby Bridge, were nominated by Mr. G. H. Locke. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME submitted the balance sheet for 
the past year. He regretted to inform them that he 
would be unable to continue as Treasurer after the 

resent year, owing to having accepted a similar position 
or the Defence Society. He did not consider it advis- 
able to be treasurer of two kindred societies. He desired 
to call attention to the state of their finances, and pointed 
out that the annual income was practically a fixed one 
of about £34 to £39, whilst there wasa tendency for the 
expenditure tocreep up. Thus in 1902 the expenditure 
was £25 17s., and in 1903 it was £42 3s., in 1904 £43 5s., 
and in 1905 £60 15s. The latter sum would have been 
increased by £25 if Mr. Woods had gone to Buda Pest 
as delegate, according to the resolution of the Society, 
and if the Society had borne the expense. He felt it to 
be his duty to call attention these facts. 

Mr. Grs.In asked if there had not been exceptional 
expenditure such as, for instance, the contribution of 
£20 towards the equipment of the Public Health Labor- 
atory connected with the Victoria University. 

Mr. WoOLSTENHOLME replied that it was so, but no 
doubt other special items would arise. 

Mr. FAULKNER testified to the accuracy of the 
accounts, having audited them in conjunction with Mr. 
Campbell. They were easy to audit owing to the careful 
manner in which the Treasurer kept them. It was quite 
right to draw attention to the increase in the expendi- 
ture, but as had been pointed out there had been unusual 
items of expenditure, and such expenditure would not 
again arise unless sanctioned by the Association. He 
proposed that the balance-sheet be received and adopted. 

r. Woops seconded, and it was carried. 

Mr. G. H. Locke submitted correspondence from the 
Yorkshire, Eastern Counties, and Liverpool Societies, 
expressing willingness to co-operate with the Lancashire 
Society in the fortchcoming election. 

In accordance with the resolution passed at the last 
meeting he had written Mr. Edwards, and had received 
a reply that he proposed to continue as an ordinary 
member. 

A letter from the Central V.M.A. was read calling 
attention to the practice of Inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A: 
giving evidence which is accep‘ed as expert. 

Mr. SuMNER asked them to consider this letter and to 
give it favourable countenance. He thought they might 
endorse the action taken by the Central V.M.S. by 
moving a similar resolution. Personally, however, he 
did not see where they could effect a remedy. 

Mr. Taytor moved “That in the opinion of the 
Fellows of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion the attention of the Royal College of Veterinar 
Surgeons should be drawn to the manner in whic 
evidence accepted as expert is given by inspectors of the 
R.S.P.C.A. and that the R.C.V.S. be requested to take 
steps to prevent such practice in the future.” 

He would also like to add as a rider—That the receipt 
of the letter be acknowledged and an intimation sent as 
tothe course being taken. 

Mr. Eaton Jones seconded this, and it was carried. 

Mr. Locke called attention to the fact that the date of 


the next meeting would be on Whit Thursday, and he| P@ 


desired to have an instruction as what other date should 
be fixed. 


It was decided to hold the meeting a week later, yi, 
June 14th. 


THE SURGICAL ANATOMY OF THE HOCK. 
Address by Jno. T. SHare Jones, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In the first place | 
must apologise fora possible lack of cohesion, and want 
of preparation in what I have to say on account of the 
brevity of the notice which I received, and also oy 
account of inability through physical unfitness, to ener. 
getically utilise the brief period which has been placed 
at my disposal. However, as the Secretary of a kindred 
society and therefore fully appreciating the difficulties 
under which presidents and secretaries are powers in 
this respect, I felt it my duty to do what little 1 could by 
accepting the invitation. 

In selecting the hock, Iam fully cognizant that I shall 
be treading upon a hot bed of criticism, but since it is 
a region with which we are so frequently concerned in 
our daily practice, I feel sure that a few minutes spent 
in discussing it will amply repay us. 

Again, gentlemen, the subject being such a vast one, | 
hope I may be pardoned if, to some extent, I adopt a 
process of selection in order that a few particular parts 
may be emphasised which will the more probably pro: 
mote discussion. 

The first step in dealing with the surgical anatomy of 
the part is to make a superficial examination of it. Now 
assuming that the near hock is the one to be considered, 
the observer should first stand with his face directed 
towards the horse’s head and should pass the palmar 
aspect of his right hand over the front of the hock. In 
this manner the tracing of the tendon of the extensor 
pedis may be made and the tendon may be caused to 
stand out prominently if the hock be flexed. The main 
portions of the tendons of the flexor metatarsi muscle 
may also be traced to their insertion into the anterior 
face of the upper.extremity of the large metatarsal bone, 
though these tendons are not so evident as is that of the 
extensor pedis. 

On the inner aspect of the joint two prominent eleva- 
tions are seen, the upper of which is caused by the i 
ternal malleolus of the tibia, and the one below it by 
the well defined tubercle on the inner surface of the 
astragalus. The tubercle just mentioned varies col 
siderably in size in different animals. Tbe size of the 
tubercle is not a matter of great consequence providils 
that it is pretty well defined. The tubercle is only i 
rare and advanced cases involved in spavin, and whet 
such happens it loses its well defined outline and in It 
place we have a diffused enlargement. Running almost 
vertically across the internal malleolus is a faint de 
pression which upon studying the deeper anatomy of the 
joint we find gives passage to a tendon, namely, that 
the flexor accessorius. 

The usual seat of spavin is on the antero-interndl 
aspect of the inferior third of the joint, and the touch «! 
the fingers should be carefully educated to _apprecialé 
the exact normal conformation of thisarea. This 1s onl} 
brought about by constant practice, since the differen 
in external contour presented by a normal hock at 
many hocks affected with spavin is so slight that It * 
only appreciable to a sense of touch which has bee! 
cultivated to a considerable degree of delicacy. } 

Below the elevation caused by the tubercle of the 
astragalus, a slight horizontally disposed elevation 
found which curves round from the anterior to the 4 
ternal aspect of the joint. This elevation correspo!™ 
to the anterior and inner surfaces of the scaphoid. * 
mediately below this is a faint depression which bee 
arallel to the elevation just described. This depressi” 
is situate between the most prominent portion? ad 
anterior and inner surfaces of the scaphoid above # 
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the anterior surface of the cuneiform magnum together 
with the inner surface of the cuneiform parvum below, 
These surfaces of the cuneiform bones cause another 
horizontal elevation, which, however, is not so well de- 
fined as the one already described, being simply a faint 
upheaval of the surface. It differs, moreover, from the 
first-mentioued elevation, inasmuch as it is not con- 
tinnous, being interrupted by a little depression which 
is placed between the two cuneiform bones. This latter 
depression therefore is disposed vertically. The hori- 
zontal eleva ion corresponding to the two cuneiforta 
bones forms the superior boundary of a second transverse 
depression, which is not so apparent as that already de- 
scribed, and which is bounded inferiorly by the promi- 
nent upper extremity of the large metatarsal bone and 
the head of theinner small metatarsal bone. This depres- 
sion is crossed at right angles by the one which has been 
mentioned as running vertically, and the latter is con- 
tinued in the wnward direction between the promi- 
uences which indicate the positi n of the inner sinall 
metatarsal and the large me’atarsal bones. The subja- 
cent osseous structures to which these various eleva- 
tions mentioned correspond, and their disposition one 
to the other will be readily understood by a reference to 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. 

Considerable variations as regards the degree of de- 
velopment of these different elevations are frequen'ly 
met with, and when they ai ain an abnormally large 
size, they constitute the much discussed eondition, 
known as “Coarse Hock,” Figs. 1 and 2 represent a 
rather good example of this conditi-n. They are 
sk- tches of the bones of the hocks of Ambush LL., and a 
reference to Fig. 1 will reveal the fact that the ridge on 
the scaphold of the off hock is very much larger than 
the corresponding ridge on the the scaphoid of the near 
hock. In fact, the former ridge is so well developed 
that on the seat of spavin there would probably be an 
elevation in the living subject about half the size of a 
walnut, whereas on the near hock there would be no 
such elevation. Yet on post mortem examination both 
hocks are found to be perfectly s und so far as the 
articular surfaces of the bones are concerned. The 
grooves above and below the scaphoid on the off hock 
also are particularly well marked and doubtless there 
would be no difficulty in detecting them in the living 
animal. This, I take it, is a good i'lustration of the 
danger of condemnation merely upon the grounds of 
comparison, and also of condemnation by relying solely 
se the sense of sight without thoroughly palpating 

e part. 

Running inwards and slightly downwards from the 
front of the joint to the small cuneiform bone is a broad 
flat tendon which can be felt only when a considerable 
amount of pressure is applied. This is the cunean divi- 
sion of the tendon of the flexor metatarsi muscle, and its 
lnsertion into the cuneiform bone will be found to be in 
line with the chestnut. The branch from the superfi- 
cial tendon of this muscle may be felt less distinctly to 
rin outwards and with a slight downward inclination to 
its insertion into the cuboid. The outer aspect of the 
hock should now be examined. It will be found that 
there is no tubercle on the external lateral aspect of the 
astragalus, but a faint depression will be felt in the 
part which corresponds to the position of the tubercle on 
the inner lateral surface of this bone. Below the 
astragalus on this side of the joint is the cuboid, and 
\nferiorly to this the head of the external small meta- 
tarsal bone will be easily located, and its normal size 
should be carefully noted inasmuch as an abnormally 
large head of this bone frequently leads to considerable 
confusion, and constitutes the condition designated 
false curb.” The outer aspect of the left hock is best 
¢xamined with the left hand, with one’s back directed 
towards the horse’s head. 


If the hand be now passed down the back of the leg 
the bulging bellies of the gastrocnemius will be felt, and 
from them the succeeding tendon may be traced — From 
two to three inches above the point of the hock it will 
be ascertained that another aa twists round that of 
the gastrocnemius, passing from the deeper aspect of the 
latter to its outer side, and subsequently becoming 
placed superticially to it. This tendon is that of the 
flexor perforatus, and it will be found to become very 
much flattened out as we approach the summit of the 
caleis which forms the point of the hock over whieh it 
glides. This is the seat of the affection known as capped 
hock. Atthe middle of the simmit of the caleis the 
tendon of the perforatus leaves that of the gastrocne 
mius, and the latter will be found to terminate. The 
perforatus tendon, however, plays over the npper extre 
mity of the bone, and between it and the bone is inter- 
posed a small synovial bursa to facilitate the eliding 
movements of the tendon. ‘I'wo little slips of insertion 
are given off by the tendon to the tuber caleis. The 
further course of the perforatus tendon may be traced 
and it will be found to ran straight down the posterior 
border of the calcis. It should be carefully noted that 
the surface in this region is straight, for a slight con- 
vexity of the surface at the postero-inferior aspect of the 
as would most probably indicate the presence of a 
eurb. 

Below the hock another tendon makes its appearance 
and is easily felt to be placed immediately in front of 
that of the perforatus. ‘This is the tendon of the per- 
forans Anndl which has restumed its former position in 
front of the perforatus after leaving the tarsal sheath, to 

ass through which it left the perforatus above the 
ock. 

Immediately below the hock on the antero-external 
aspect of the limb, two tendons may be clearly detected 
as being subcutaneous. The tendon which is the nearer 
to the middle line is that of the extensor pedis muscle. 
The other is the peroneal tendon. If the course of each 
tendon be followed in the downward direction they will 
be found to become united in one another about four 
inches below the hock. 

The tendon of the peroneus should next be traced in 
the upward direction when it will be found to ran 
obliquely upwards and backwards to gain the outer 
aspect of the hock, where it lies in the vertical groove on 
the external malleolus. 

Regarding the ligaments of the joint we shall here 
deal with only two or three. A ligament of considerable 
importance is the astragalo-metatarsal, which is attached 
superiorly to the tubercle on the inner aspect of the as 
tragalus Its fibres spread out and run across the front 
of the scaphoid and cunieform magnum to be inserted 
inferiorly into the upper extremity of the large meta 
tarsal bone. The inferior portion of the ligament Is In 
the form of a very thin sheet. In the case of a spavin 
which is placed well forward this ligament runs across 
the seat of the affection. The calcanco-metatarsal liga 
ment is thick and powerful and it runs down the pos- 
terior border of the calcis, being placed between the 
bone and the tendon of the perforatus, Its inferior 
attachment is to the head of the outer small metatarsal 
bone. This ligament therefore runs along. the seat of 
curh in which affection the ligament is implicated, Phe 
posterior common ligament of the hock is in the form “ 
a four-sided sheet; which is attached to the back of t v 
inferior third of the tibia above and to the eS ae 
faces of the calcis and astragalus below, where its fi ate 
become vontinuons with those the 
ligament which in turn becomes continued as the _ 

: The posterior commen and 
tarsal or check ligament. The poster! 
the tarso-metatarsal ligaments give support 
anterior surfaces to the synovial membranes of the hock, 


and posteriorly they support the synovial lining of the 
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tarsal sheath. These ligaments are therefore interposed 
between the seats of the affections known as “Thorough- 
pin and Bog-spavin.” 

The Synovial Membranes.—The synovial membranes 
are four in number. The principal is the tibio-tarsal, 
which supplies the joint between the tibia and the astra- 
gslus, otherwise the true hock joint. It supplies also 
the two upper clnueeiundan articulations. The 
intertarsal synovial membrane supplies the joint formed 
by the calcis and astragalus above, and the cuboid and 
scaphoid below. It also supplies the two lower calcaneo- 
astragaloid articulations, and the anterior cuboido- 
scaphoid articulations. It is important from a surgical 
point of view to remember that there is constantly a 
communication between the synovial membranes just 
described. The tarso-metatarsal synovial membrane is 
placed between the cuboid and cuneiform bones above, 
and the large and small metatarsal bones below. It 
supplies also the joint between the large and small meta- 
tarsals, the inter-cunean joint, and the anterior articu- 
lation between the cuboid and cuneiform magnum. The 
scaphoido-cnnean membrane supplies the articulation 
between the scaphoid and cuneiform bones and also the 
posterior cuboido-scaphoid and cuboido-cunean joints. 

We will next deal with three or four seats of operation 
in connection with the hock. 

Anterior Tibial Newrectomy.—This operation is fre- 
quently performed in the treatment of spavin. The nerve 
is the continuation of the external popliteal and it is 
superticially placed on the outer aspect of the limb where 
it dips in between the extensor pedis and the peroneus 
muscles. The bellies of these muscles are easily made 
out, and the cutaneous incision is made in a vertical 
direction in the groove between them about two inches 
below the head of the fibula which is taken as the guide. 

(A dissected specimen illustrating the seat of opera- 
tion was now exhibited and described.) 

Posterior Tibial Neurectomy.—This is another opera- 
tion which is practised in the treatment of spavin. The 
nerve which is the direct continuation of the internal 
popliteal is superficially placed on the inner aspect of 
the limb just above the hock. It appears from beneath 
the inner belly of the gastrocnemius and runs down the 
limb in front of the tendo-achilles. At a point which 
averages five inches above the summit of the calcis it 
gives off a very small branch which runs right over the 
seat of spavin. The seat usually recommended for the 
performance of neurectomy of this nerve is three to four 
inches above the summit of the calcis. It occurred to 
me that in cases where the exostosis is well defined lame- 
ness might be due to pressure upon the slender branch 
referred to, and consequently the somewhat frequent in- 
effectiveness of this operation was due to the fact that 
the seat selected was too low down the limb. I have 
had a few opportunities of putting a higher seat into 
practice by making the cutaneous incision about six to 
seven inches above the summit of the calcis, and I must 
say that the operation here performed has been attended 
with complete success. The nerve is here quite super- 
ficially placed in front of the tendon. It is easily found, 
and there is no danger of injuring the retrograde branch 
of the posterior tibial artery, which is quite close to the 
lower seat. (The operation of posterior tibial neurectomy 
was then performed). 

Peroneal Tenotomy.—This is an operation which is 

ractised just below the hock in the treatment of string- 
halt. The tendon has already been located in our super- 
ficial examination where it was found to unite with that 
of the extensor = about four inches below the hock. 
The position of both these tendons should be carefully 
detected, and an incision should then be made along the 
direction of the peroneous just above the point where 
the two tendons become united. This enables us to keep 
quite clear of the large metatarsal age | which passes 
beneath the peroneal tendon just below the hock to con- 


tinue its course down the limb in the groove between 
the large and outer small metarsal bones. (The opera- 
tion of peroneal tenotomy was now performed). 

[For plates illustrating the three seats just described 
see The Veterinary Record, April 29th, 1905.] 

Cunean Tenotomy.—Section of the cnnean tendon js 
still ancther operation perfurmed in treating spavin by 
the relief of pressure upon the exostosis. As already 
stated the insertion of the tendon is in line with the 
chestnut. The latter must therefore be taken as the 
guide to the seat of operation. By careful palpation the 
tendon may be located and the cutaneous incision should 
be made in the direction of the length of the tendon, 
since this facilitates the exposure of the tendon before 
it is severed. 

There are one or two very important objections ty 
this operation In the first place during the formation 
of the exostosis, the tendon frequently becomes dis- 
placed, being pushed aside, and thus in these cases 
exerts no pressure upon the exostosis at all. (A dissee- 
ted specimen showing such a displacement of the ten- 
don by a large well-defined exostosis was here exhibited 
and described). 

In other cases it will be found that where the tendon 
runs over the exostosis a groove is present on the bone 
for the accommodation of the tendon, owing to the slow 
manner in which the exostosis is formed. In such cases 
also there can be little, if any, pressure upon the exos- 
tosis by the tendon. 

Models of the inner and outer aspects of the lim) 
were then exhibited upon which the anatomy of the parts 
referred to was demonstrated, after which the lecturer 
concluded by thanking the members for the attention 
which they had given him. 


Discussion. 


Mr. SuMNER thought they must with one accord ac- 
knowledge their indebtedness to Mr. Share Jones for his 
paper. It would no donbt bring back memories of the 
older members to their student days. As to operative 
interference in the region of the hock he would leave that 
for the members to dilate upon. Speaking as a con-er- 
vative surgeon he said he always hesitated about inaking 
an incision about the hock, and where he came across @ 
wound in that region he felt that it must be treated 
with respect and consideration. 

Mr. TayLor referred to the recent legal case of Mr. 
Sheather, where expert evidence was given. The hocks 
of the mare in question were stated to be coarse hocks-~ 
he was speaking now of the inner lateral surface—and 
the hocks were exactly alike in size. He believed one 
learned professor said that the hocks were odd, that 1s, 
there inay be a difference of volume on the inner surface 
of one hock as compared with the inner surface of the 
other, then it would mean spavin : yon must have unt 
formi y of conformation. Not so in coarse hocks. | 
there is a departure from uniformity of conformation 
where one finds a coarse condition of the hocks, then the 
case is one, if not of spavin, one suspicious of spavil. 

Now they had exhibited models of the hocks of 
Ambush II. which certainly were odd hocks, where ac- 
cording to post mortem appearances there is certainly no 
spavin, but the e is want of uniformity of conformation 
—one h ck differs in size from th- other. ssa 

Since Mr. Sheather’s case he had been most particular 
in regard to the examination of hocks when exammuic 
horses for soundness, and he had recently passed horses 
hocks and said nothing about th m, although they ae 
odd, where he felt certain he could feel and distinguls" 
horizontal curves. af 

With regard to surgical interference for the relie . : 
lameness from spavin or the altered action 1n ey a 
he had but little personal experience. He thous 
ever, that wounds penetrating the skin in the neighbo 
hood of joints should be treated with respect. 
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Mr. STENT said that whilst on the subject of curbs he 
might mention that Prof. Williams had shown hima 
hock in which the curbs were there, but on 1 post-mortem 
exanination there was evidence of ostitis so that the 
curbs are not altogether to be taken. 

Mr SHareE JoNEs remarked, in reply to a question, 
that the distribution of the nerves to individual bones 
had not been thoroughly worked ont as yet and in that 
respect they were not far behind the medical profession. 

Mr. MunRo instanced a case in his practice where he 
had treated a horse for some time for lameness but un- 
successfully, until with the assistance of his son, he per- 
formed neurectomy about six inches above the hock, 
and the horse appeared to be perfectly cured. 

Mr. SHARE JONES, in reply to a question put, thought 
the performance of neurectomy as a last resourc2 was 
justified even if looked at solely from a pecuniary point 
of view for it must have effected a considerable 
saving to the country when there were so many hundreds 
of horses working to-day which would not have been but 
for this operation. 

Mr. FAULKNER expressed his indebtedness for the 
instructive address the subject of which was particularly 


important at the present time, because these operations | 


were comparatively new. Whiere the ordinary treat- 
ment and rest did not meet with success they had now 
the means at hand whereby a horse could be got workably 
sound and serviceable. He therefore looked upon this 
asa distinct advance. He did not know ot prac- 
titioners in Manchester and other large towns and cities 


hid noticed, since the establishment of electric traction, | 
the great increase in hock lameness amongst good useful | 


animals required for trotting purposes. The practice of 


this operation may be the means of restoring such 
animals to usefulness. He had never been able to satisfy 
himself that absence of uniformity in the hocks meaut 
disease. 

Mr. G. H. Locke wished to testify to the skill and 
success of Mr. Share Jones as an operator. A five year- 
old pony under Mr. Locke's care suffering from spavin 
_made no progress under the usnal treatment, but Mr, 
Jones performed posterior tibial neurectomy and the 
pony had worked ever since. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME expressed his gratitication forthe 

lecture which had served to remind him of his ignor- 
-ance of anatomy. He would like to ask if Mr. Share 

Jones had any information as to the percentage of cases 
suffering from malnutrition where the operation was 
performed above the hock as compared with those car- 
ried on lower down. 

Mr. SHARE Jones replied that in his opinion such 
‘liability after performing the higher operations was no 

greater than after plantar neurectomy. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Share Jones, proposed by Mr. 
_A. Taylor, and seconded by Mr. Faulkner, was heartily 
responded to. 

Mr. SHARE JONES returned thanks, and said it had 
been a pleasure to him to contribute even in a small 
| way towards the success of the meeting. 

Mr. CAMPBELL submitted an interesting specimen in 
the form of eight caleuli joined together in column for- 
|mation. These were found in the single colon of a har- 
| ness horse, and caused death. 

A vote of thanks was accorded Mr, Campbell for his 
specimen. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF KETURNS. 


Foot. | Glanders | Rabies. 
Anthrax. { and-Mouth | (including Cases Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. } Scab. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slaugh- 
joreake mals. Joreaks mals. |breaks| mals. Dogs. Other ata breaks, | tered * 
(it.BRITAIN. Weekended Mays] 19 | 32 40] 
1905 ..] 29 | 40 20| 28 | 33 97 
i i 1904 .. | 23 36 29| 55 2 82 
{108 | 26 28 30 | 37 | 2% 
Total for 18 weeks, 1906... | 351 535 389 | 272] 405 
1905 .. | 390 | 557 412747 | 
‘orrespondi iod in {1904 .. | 361 496 517-962 00 2510 
1908 | 295 445 443 1098 190 2547 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 8th, 1906. 


IRELAND. Week ended April28] .. | -- -- | | alos 
7 
Total for 17 weeks, 1906 | 2 2 ee 2, 7 200 
7 25 309 
ee | . 


Epizootic Lymphangitis 


Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, May 3, L906, | 
* As Diseased or Eapcsed to Infection, 


‘or.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN [RELAND. 


1906 1905 1904 1903 
Outbreaks in April 6 21 9 20 
69 107 


Four Months 


33 81 


TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 
VETERINARY SURGEONS AT VARIANCE. 


At the Wigton County Court, before His Honour 
Judge Steavenson, on Wednesday, May 2nd, Thomas 
Beers, farmer, Oulton, sued James Barnes, farmer, 
Uldale, for the recovery of £9 8s. 6d. damages for breach 
of warranty on the sale by the defendant to the plaintiff 
of a cow at Hope’s Auction Mart, Wigton, on the 23rd 
January. Particulars of the claim were :—Keep of cow 
from January 23rd until March 20th when te-sold in 
dispute, £3 8s. ; commission on sale 4s. ; veterinary sur- 
geon’s expenses, £5 16s.6d. Mr. Lightfoot was for the 
plaintiff and Mr. Gibson for the defendant. 

Mr. Lightfoot, in opening the case, explained that on 
the plaintiff learning through veterinary surgeons that 
the cow was suffering from tuberculosis he returned it 
to the auction mart and had it re-sold in dispute. 
Singularly enough the animal realised £16, the same 
price as was paid by the plaintiff, but Mr. Hope, who 
sold it on the second occasion, was of opinion that it 
was only worth £4 or £5. Apparently the defendant 
arranged with two people to bid for the cow in view of 

roceedings in a court of law. These two people were 

orman and Wilson and they ran up the price merrily. 
The cow remained at Wilson’s a few days and was then 
transferred to the defendant. 

Plaintitf —_ evidence as to buying the cow for £16 
at Hope’s Mart on January 23rd. The following morn- 
ing his man reported to him the condition of the cow, 
and on his going he heard it coughing several times. It 
went off its food on Wednesday night, when the milk 
became deficient. As this continued, he gave notice to 
the auction mart on the following Tuesday. On the 
Wednesday Mr. Steel, V.S., Wigton, examined the cow, 
and advised upon it. He received a letter from defen- 
dant, who stated “ the cow has always done well since I 
got her and never shown any symptoms of cough.” He 
afterwards met the defendant, on whose suggestion Mr. 
Donald, V.S., examined the animal and said he could 
find nothing the matter with it. Two days after the 
latter examination Mr. Steel re-examined the cow and 
confirmed his previous opinion. After a further inter- 
view with the defendant, witness on March 8th wrote 
stating that he would sell the cow in dispute and sue 
the defendant for the difference. Nine days later the 
defendant wrote that they had agreed on Mr. Donald to 
settle the matter, and added “ | beg to offer yon the sum 
of £3 and keep the cow. If this does not satisfy yon 

ou can return her to the auction mart, and I will take 

er back and return you the money. Before being re- 
sold Mr. Bell, Mr. McNairn, and Mr. Thompson, all 
veterinary surgeons, examined the cow. At the re-sale 
it was bought for £16 by Mr. Wilson, of Blencogo, 
nominally. Someone made an offer straightaway of 
£10 10s. Before the sale he saw the defendant take 
Mr. Wilson to the cow and point it out to him. The cow 
went to Mr. Wilson’s farm and remained there until the 
following Monday. 

Mr. Lightfoot : What sort of a cough had the cow ? 

Witness : A graveyard cough. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Gibson told His Honour that the sole defence was 
that the cow was not ill at the time of sale. It was a 
question of tuberculosis or nothing. 

-- Mr. John Steel, veterinary surgeon, Wigton, said he 


examined the cow in question on the 31st January. |i, 
temperature was 106, and after careful examination | 
came to the conclusion that she was suffering froy 
chronic disease of the respiratory organs. One particy. 
lar part of the chest certainly was acute, and in his 
opinion the cow was tubercular. On February 8th le 
made another examination, when the cow’s temperatun 
was again 106 degrees, and the cough bad, as previously, 
It was looking worse, and had not been feeding well, 
He continued to attend the cow, and its temperatuy 
was normal on February 21st and subsequent dates w 
to the time of re-sale. On March 16th Mr. Bell, VS, 
examined the cow in witness’s presence and confirmed 
witness’s opinion. On that day he submitted it to th 
tuberculin test. At the expiration of twelve hours the 
temperature had risen from normal to 106 degrees ; at 
fifteen hours to 106°4, at eighteen hours to 107, at 
twenty-one hours to 10674, and the temperature was 
never below 106 up to the twenty-four hours. Forty 
hours after the original injection the temperature wa 
normal. Previous to the re-sale he heard the defendant 
ask Norman to bid, or purchase the cow. 

Mr. Bell, V.S., Carlisle, said that he was asked by 
Mr. Steel to examine the cow on March 16th. He made 
a careful examination and found chest affection. Ov 
auscultstion he found the lungs had a dull abnorwal 
sound. The cow hada chronic cough «nd her general 
appearance indicated that she was affected with tnber- 
culosis. He recommended Mr. Steel to test her with 
tuberculin. He was not surprised to hear that the cow 
appeared now to be doing well. Calving cows affected 
with tuverculosis inv+risbly displayed the symptomsol 
the disease after calving, and it was not an uncommon 
circumstance to find them improve afterwards and ap- 

rto regain health and condition and be sold fat 
hen slanghtered the disease was still manifest in thei 
lungs or their organs. A month was too short a period 
in which to re-test an animal. He had known tuberci 
lous animals that ftiled to re-act when re-tested six 
weeks after the original test. 

Cross-ex:mined : He never re-tested within one month 
of the original test. ; 

Re-examined by Mr. Lightfoot: In the opinion 
many pr:ctitioners—and in his own—the tuberculin tes 
had undoubtedly a curative action. 

Mr. William Hope, auctioneer, said he sold the cowvii 
both oce:sions. When a cow was re-sold in 
generally did not bring as much. The cow was notii 
such good condition the second time ; it was worth 
about £5 or £6. There were only two bidders, Normal 
and Wilson. : 

Mr. Henry Thompson, V.S., Aspatria, who examined 
the cow on the day of its re-sale, said the symptots 
pointed to tuberculosis. He had re-tested cattle 
weeks after the first test and they had failed to re-a' 
He had tried the same cattle eight weeks after and they 
had re-acted very slightly. He should not recommen! 
re-testing under ten or twelve weeks. He found that 
the subjection of cattle to the tuberculin test hada cutt 
tive action ; it seemed to arrest the progress of the 
disease, and in many cases animals had_ recovered antl 
made themselves fit after being tested. 

Cross-examined : An animal might re-act once, 
never again. 

Mr. Alexander MeNairn, V.S., Wigton, also 2° 
evidence. 

Mr. Gibson addressed the Court for the defence, ra 
puting the statements that the cow was afiecte wit! 
tuberculosis. 

Mr. Joseph Donald, V.S., with 25 years’ practice _ 
Wigton, stated he had had large experience of [" 
tubercular testing of cattle for “export purpose“! 
February 6th he examined the cow in qnestion. s a 
unable to find that any portion of the elon was fal - 
to perform its proper functions. The temperature ' 


|| 
h 
tl 
p 
tl 
d 
re 
t! 
St 
re 
a 
he 
re 
in 
cl 
th 
tr 
al 
at 
in 
bt 
tu 
it 
cu 
sh 
pr 
cu 
D 
cu 
; to 
he 
th 
th 
sli 
bu 
Ba 
di 
| 
th 
to 
or 
ve 
it 
the 
cla 
Mi 
bej 
wh 
wa 
lis] 


, 1906 


nuary, Its 
bination he 
ring 
ne particu. 
and in his 
lary 8th he 
‘m perature 
previously, 
ading well, 
perat ire 
it dates up 
Bell, VS, 
confirmed 
d it to th 
» hours the 
legrees ; at 
0 107, at 
rature was 
rs. Forty 
rature was 


defendant 


asked by 

He made 
‘tion. On 
| abnormal 
er general 
vith tnber- 
t her with 
at the cow 
vs affected 
nptoms of 
Incommon 
Is and ap- 

sold fat 
st in their 
t a period 
tuberet- 
tested six 


yne month 


pinion of 
reulin test 


he cow vi 
dispmte tt 
‘as notin 
‘as worth 
, Norman 


examined 
ymptons 
cattle six 
to re-acl. 
and they 
comment 
yand that 
ud a cura: 
3s of the 
ered anil 


nce, but 
Jso gave 


nce, dir 
ted with 


actice 1 
e of the 
SES. On 

He wit 
failing 
ture Was 


May 12, 1906 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


jol'2, and the pulse normal. It did not cough during 
his examination. He attributed the low condition of 
the animal in a measure to its having carried twin calves. 
Hecame to the conclusion that the cow was sound and 
right. After being further consulted by defendant, the 
cow came to his place at Wigton, and he had had it 
ueder daily observation. He had strongly confirmed his 
previous opinion. The cow was giving between 11 and 
j2 quarts of milk per day. He put the animal to the 
tuberculin test and produced the chart, and at no time 
during the twenty-four hours did the temperature 
reach 102 degreees. He was confident it was free from 
tnberculosis. 

Cross-examined: His knowledge was that if the 
second test was applied one mouth after the first test, 
rec-action must take place. He had never failed to get 
are-action on a second testing after the first test had 
had had similar results. He ditfered from the rest of the 
profession. (Laughter.) 

His Honour: I am afraid you cannot speak for the 
rest of the profession. Speak for yourself. 

Cross-examination continued : If Mr. Steel was speak- 
ing the truth as regards the cow’s temperature, it had 
clearly shown signs of tuberculosis. He did not think 
th t the tuberculin test acted as a curative. 

His Honour: In your opinion the inoculation with 
tuberculin does not act as a curative ?—No. 

Prof. McCall, principal of the Veterinary College at 
Glasgow, said he examined this beast the previous night 
and again that morning. It seemed to have bad an 
attack of bronchitis and recovered, and he could make 
nothing out to lead him to the opinion that there were 
indications of tuberculosis. It was a good healthy cow, 
but rather lean. They looked upon a month as the 
safest period for retesting. If Mr. Steel used proper 
tuberculin, and the animal reacted to the tubercular test, 
it Was strong argument that it was affected with tuber- 
eulosis, and he could not see how it should not act when 
re-tested by Mr. Donald. He suggested that the anima! 
should be re-tested a month or six weeks hence. At 
ai he did not think it was a subject of tuber- 
CULOSIS, 

Mr. Andrew Johnson McIntosh, veterinary surgeon, 
Dumfries, said he was largely connected with the tuber- 
culin test. He made a careful clinical examination that 
morning, and was unable to find anything to lead him 
to say the cow had tuberculosis. All pointed to a 
healthy cow. The character of the congh convinced him 
that the cow was not tuberculous. 

Mr. Joseph Hewson, V.S., Carlisle, said he found the 
cow to all appearances pertectly healthy, and came to 
the conclusion it was clear of tuberculosis. He found 
Jight symptoms of long-standing bronchitis. 

John Wilson, farmer, Blencogo House, an extensive 
uyer of dairy cows said he bought the cow in for Mr. 
Barnes, and had it in his possession five days. The cow 
id very well with him, and he heard no coughing. 

Jross-examined : He was asked by Mr. Barnes to buy 
—— at the cost price, £16. It was worth from £12 
0 £14, 

The defendant was called. 

Mr. Lightfoot said he did not allege misrepresentation 
or fraud, 

His Honour said this buying in for £16 did not sound 
very sweet ; he did not like it. 

_ Mr. Gibson : We had already offered by letier to take 
ithack or give him £3. 

ames Barnes, the defendant, said he offered to take 
the cow back in order to keep out of Court. 

His Honour cave judgment for plaintiff for the amount 
chimed. In the conrse of a lengthy summing-up he 
‘uid he must come to the conclusion that the evidence of 
Mr. Steel and Mi. MeNairn was absolutely correct. That 

Ing so, the animal was suffering from tuberculosis 
when Mr. Steel applied the test, and that therefore it 
Nas suffering from tuberculosis when sold.—7he Car- 

atriot. 


Confiscation of Tuberculous Cattle. 


The Editor “ Meat Trades Journal.” 


: Sir,—-As far as one can see, the probability of our 
lraders getting “Compensation for Confiscation ” either 
from the Government or by private legislation is very 
remote indeed. It is clear the Government will not 
recognise the justness and honesty of paying compensa- 
tion for confiscation of carcases seized in the interest of 
the public health. It is also equally clear that the 
private Bill promoted by the National Federation, and 
so ably championed by Mr. W. Field, M.P., and others, 
will meet with great opposition in consequence of the 
onus of compensation being thrown upon local rates, 
This fact will, I think, be the means of preventing the 
Bill becoming law. What, then, is to be done? Is the 
gross injustice of this legalised robbery to be allowed by 
our Traders to continue? As far as t 1ey are concerned, 
itneed not continue if the lead given some two years 
ago by the allied Associations of South Wales in demand- 
ing a warranty with all cattle, pigs, ete., and since sup- 
ported by Mr. Field, M.P. (see Meat Trades’ Journal 
March 22nd, 1904) and yourself, Sir, in your leading 
article last week, be adopted by the Nationai Federation. 

Mr. Field, in concluding his letter to you, says “ Provi- 
dence helps those who help themselves.” This is just 
what we in gallant little Wales thought when we made 
a stand, and won our victory. We felt that the burden 
of loss by confiscation had rested on our shoulders long 
enough, and that it was abont time someone else should 
share the load. The result of our way of thinking is 
we enjoy to-day in Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire 
the privilege of being able to buy our cattle, pigs, ete., 
guaranteed to the extent of three-fourths of their actual 
cost. 

Now, Sir, | maintain what was done by the allied 
Associations of South Wales can be done by the National 
Federation, and no doubt much better, because the 
Federation movement would be national, whereas ours 
was purely local. I think the time has now come for the 
National Federation to act upon Mr. Field’s suggestion 
and convene a special general meeting, to be held some: 
where central, and take up the question of demanding 
a general guarantee. Weas Meat Traders hold the whip 
hand, and consequently are bound to win if a determined 
stand be made. By these means the just, and only just, 
privilege we have in South Wales can be enjoyed by every 
trader in the three Kingdoms. Once the onus of com- 
pensation is thrown upon the feeders, the cumbersome 
machinery of Parliament will no doubt move faster. 

am, sir, yonrs, ete., 
Gro. Came, 
Hon. See. Allied Associations of South Wales, 


A Life of “ Eclipse.” 
the Editors of The Laneet, 

Sirs, May we ask the assistance of your valuable 
columns to let the fact be known that the Crst complete 
life of “ Eclipse” is in course of preparation and that aunty 
reference to this celebrated horse In contemporary it 
ture, to his breeder, the Duke of | umberland, to vis 
parchaser, Wildman, and to his subsequent 
Dennis O’Kelly, will be very much appreciated, Many 
tacts have already come to light from private and wn- 
expected sources which have enabled us 
questions hitherto doubtful, such as the birt ag 
burial place, the authentic skeleton, and so fort I any 
more letters, documents, prints, or pamtings must 
exist— besides those already brought to our 
the generosity of their possessors hich w ill = 
greatest valne. The monograph will be as ‘ —— te y 
illustrated as possible, from contemporary pain ings an 
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engravings and other sources, and will contain detailed 
yhotographs of the anatomy of “ Eclipse” and the most 
amos of his descendants, which should prove interest- 

ing both to biologists and breeders. A sketch of racing 
in the days when “ Eclipse” was on the turf will be in- 
cluded, with biographies of his breeder, owners, and 
others connected with the sport of that time. It is im- 

rtant that information should reach us before June Ist 
if possible and all letters, manuscripts, prints, or pic- 
tures, addressed to “ Eclipse,” care of Mr. W. Heinemann, 
21, Bedford Street, London, W.C., will be acknowledged 
before that date and will be received not only with the 
greatest care but with profound gratitude, Any origi- 
nals reproduced will be scrupulously guarded from injury 
and safely returned and may be insured if necessary 
while out of their owner’s hands if a separate message to 
that effect is addressed to Mr. Heinemann. 

With every confidence that our efforts to collect every- 
thing known about the most famous horse ever bred will 
meet with indulgent and sympathetic assistance of all 
Englishmen who have facts to contribute.— We are, sirs, 
faithfully yours, 


April 19th, 1906. 


THe AUTHORS. 


Glanders and Sheep Scab. 


Lord Carrington, President of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, received at Whitehall a deputation from the Cen- 
tral and Associated Chambers of Agriculture. Mr. 
Courtney Warner, M.P., introduced the the deputation. 
Mr. St. John Acker, Chairman of the Live Stock Diseases 
Committee of the Associated Chambers, asked that the 
Board would take action without any further delay 
with a view to stamping-out glanders. At the present 
time it was located to a very large extent in four of the 
largest cities in the kingdom, and by far the larger num- 
ber of cases were in London. As the motor traffic was 
increasing and there would be a very large exodus of 
horses from London, it was impossible to see how far the 
disease might be spread over the whole of the country. 
With regard to compensation he would suggest that 
half the value of the animal should be given to the 
owner, instead of »ne quarter. Turning to sheep scab, 
he said the Board would be thoroughly supported 
throughout the country if universal dipping was insisted 
upon. After other speeches, Lord Carrington, in reply, 
said he was individu «lly in entire sympathy with a great 
deal that he had heard expressed by the deputation, 
but the difficulty was to cet everything done that one 
would wish. ith regard to what had been said that 
6,000 horses would soon be on the market, the sugges- 
tion that these animals should be tested before their 
sale was a very practical proposal. As far as he was 
concerned no effurt would be spared to try to induce the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer by hook or by crook to sup- 
plement the money which was paid to horsemasters 
whose animals were afflicted with the disease. As to 
the question of sheep scab, he thought his predecessor 
deserved some credit for the reduction in the number of 
cases. The Board would do everything they conld to 
assist the Central Chamber.-- 7he 7% mes. 


Glanders in Horses in London, 


Lord Carrington received, at the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, a deputation from the London County 
Council, who laid before him their views on the preva- 
lence of glanders in horsesin London. Mr. G. A. Hardy, 
M.P., said that glanders in horses was largely a metro- 
politan disease, with 75 per cent. of the total cases in 
Great Britain, and if it could be exterminated from 
London and other large cities, 1t would probably die out 
as other contagious diseases in animals had done when 


*,* Although our correspondent bas given a ver} 


dealt with in a drastic manner. The present Glanders 
Order required owners of diseased animals to notify the 
fact and gave permissive powers to local authorities to 
order the slaughter of diseased animals, subject to par- 
tial compensation, and full compensation in case fe 
animal found after post-mortem examination not to be 
affected with glanders. The number of London glander 
cases had increased since 1898, and it reached nearly 
2,000 per annum in 1903. The present Glanders Order 
had cost London £94,000, and £38,000 of this had been 
paid as compensation for the slaughter of diseased ani- 
mals. They recommended the compulsory notification 
of the disease, and where an outbreak of glanders 
occurred in a stud there should be isolation until the 
veterinary inspector declared the animals free from infee- 
tion ; the expense should be borne from Imperial funds, 
At present the slaughter of notified cases of glanders was 
not compulsory on local authorities, and some of them 
did not order slanghter and thus avoided the payment 
of compensation. Lord Carrington, in reply, said the 
deputation had his sympathy, and he had some slight 
hope that he might be able to get something from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to meet their legitimate 
and proper request.—7'he T'imes. 


Meat Unfit for Human Consumption. 


M. O. H. asks if an animal killed under the following 
circumstances would be considered fit for human con- 
sumption. A fat bullock, after forty-eight hours com- 
plete retention of urine caused by impacted calculus in 
the urethra, was slaughtered. When the abdomen was 
opened a large quantity of straw-coloured fliid (dropsi- 
cal) gushed out. The veterinary surgeon who had 
advised the slaughtering considered that this fiuid was 
“urine which had leaked through the thin walls of a 
distended bladder.” That organ was enormonsly dis- 
tended with dark, blood-stained urine but no rupture 
had occurred. Upon being opened the mucous cout dis- 
played a mass of recent hemorrhages. Both kidneys 
were enlarged and very pale (one weighed 2$1b.). The 
pelvis was not dilited in either, but there were a few 
small, recent haemorrhages in the cortex and in the 
pyramidal portion. The general appearance was sugges 
tive of a chronic tubal nephritis with occasional hemor 
rhage. Twelve hours after the animal had been slaugh- 
tered the carcase had a normal appearance, but there 
was some oozing on the surface of the parietal perl: 
tonenm surrounding the lower part of the abdominal 
cavity and part of the pelvic region. The subperitouea 
fat and the omental fat were normal. ' 
clear and excellent description of the appearances fond 
after the animal had been slaughtered, it would bem 
wise to venture a too definite reply to his inyniry in the 
absence of an opportunity for inspecting the carcase. 
Most medical ofticers of health, however, look upon @ 
dropsical condition as serions and a_ strong reason for 
condemnation.— 


A Vicarious Medical Examination. 


A correspondent sends us the following story: My 
friend Major L., R.A.M.C., himself a son of the soil, was 
stationed in a remote part of the South of Ireland. He 
did a certain «mount of practice among the surrounding 
inhabitants. One day he received a notice from 3 
insurance company that Mr. Jim Murphy would prese? 
himself for examination, and that the usual fee ae 
be paid. In the afternoon the servant announced yas 
Mr. Murphy was below. Major L.: “Show re cl 
Good evening, Mr. Murphy. Take off your clot 7 d 
strip everything.” Examined him up and down an 
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over. “ H’m that’s all right. Step this way, Mr. Murphy.” 
(Pause). “Ha! that’s all right ; no sugar, no albumen, 
Well, Mr. Murphy, I have mnch_ pleasure in informing 
you that you are a first-class life.” “ How du you mane, 
sur?” “ First-class life for the insurance.” “ Arrah! 
what insurance?” “The life insurance, to be sure.” 
“Be gob, | don’t know what you are at.” “ Arn’t you 
Mr. Jim Murphy?” “No, ?m Pat Murphy.” “ And 
what the d--— did you come to me for?” “Sure I 
wanted you to come and see me wife !”-—_M../. 


SIR JOHN M‘FADYEAN TESTIMONIAL. 
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Epidemic Stomatitis. 


GHISLAIN HouzeL (Boulogne-sur-Mer) writes :— 
he epidemic which “M.D.” has met is an epidemic, | 
think, of fevre aphteuse. I have met several cases of 
this disease in ospitals for children, and three times 
this year in children fed with milk from a sick cow, and 
. Have cured my patients in a few days only by chang- 
ingthe milkman. It explains why “M.D.” has found 
WS stomatitis in children and young adults, becanse 


they principally take milk for food. In these cases | 
dilute hydrogen peroxide, change 
the milk, and in three or four days the patient rove 
better.— B.M./. 


A Test for Poisonous Java Beans. 


M. Guignard has found a simple method of testing for 
the poisonous bean. Hydrocyanic acid, even in very 
minute quantities, gives with an alkali and picric acid 
an intense red colour, due to the formation of isopur- 
puric acid. The author soaks blotting paper in an 


‘aqueous solution of picric acid 1: 100 and allows it to 


dry : then repeats the operation in a solution of earbo- 
nate of soda 1:10, and again dries it—unless wanted for 
immediate use. After drying it has a golden yellow 
colour ; and is easily preserved. A slip of this paper 
suspended in a closed test tube after the introduction of 
1 to2e.c. of hydrocyanic acid slowly turns a red orange 
colour, then red, under the influence of the vapour, With 
‘00005 grin, the tint is red-orange in about 12 hours ; 
with 00002 grm. it is quite perceptible in 24 hours. 

In practice a few of the seeds are pulverised and put 
into a flask with water enough to make a thin paste, 
Two grammes of the beans, which only yield 15 mg. of 
hydrocyanic acid in 100 grammes, will show the coloura- 
tion in 24 hours at the ordinary temperatnre.— Rev. Gén. 
de Méd. Vét., May 1. 


OBITUARY 
JosePH Spence, M.R.C.V.S., Portadown, Armagh. 
Graduated, Glas: 1887. 

On April 14th at Retreat, Armagh, Joseph Spence, 
M.R.C.V.S., died. He had been in failing health for 
twelve months, and left the world in the same gentle 
quiet way he lived in it. 

Mr. Spence qualified at Glasgow, 1887, he was a good 
student and had a distinguished career at College He 
carried off the gold medal for the best practical man in 
his final examination. ' 

Mr. Spence practised in Belfast, where he was im- 
mensely popular, for almost 20 years. He was esteemed 
by his professional brethren, both for his unassnming 
ability and for his unselfish friendliness. He was the 
friend of the weak and distressed at all times. 


Mr. T. H. THreLKELD of the Newfield Grange Stud, 
Carlisle, whose death at the comparatively early 
age of thirty-four years was noticed last week, was 
the younger son of the late Mr. Wm. Threlkeld, who 
was fora number of years a very successful wool mer- 
chant in the Kirkoswald district. The son qualified as 
a veterinary surgeon, but never practised, starting horse 
dealing very shortly after leaving college. He quickly 
gained a wide reputation as an expert exhibitor and 
owner of hackney and harness horses, animals which 
passed through his hands winning prizes all over the 
country, including at the London shows. About three 
years ago Mr. Threlkeld removed to Newfield Grange, 
where he brought together a collection of horses that 
maintained at all times the high reputation of his stud 
Unfortunately, he was overtaken by ill health in’ the 
prime of life. A cold contracted last : December was 
followed by pleurisy and pnenmonia, which wave way to 
a wasting disease that rapidly reduced his strength, — He 
was medically ordered a prolonged sea voyage and an 
abandonment of his business, and with this object the 
dispersal of his stud took place ouly about poten. 
ago. Mr. Threlkeld, however, 
strong to be removed, and his sale was quickly fo pa 
by his death. The valuable nature o! thea imals hele 


from time to time by Mr. Threlkeld | inay be — 
from the fact that, at his dispersal sale, over thirty we 
averaged fully £60 a head. Het — hy a widow, 


for whom much sympathy ts felt. 
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Ver-Masor Wacker, Retired. 
Craduated, Lond. : April, 1864. 


We much regret to announce the death, which oceurred 
with almost tragic suddenness, of Veterinary-Surgeon- 
Major William Walker, of “ Lalla Rookh,” Oxford Road, 
Worthing, on Tuesday, May Ist. It seems that deceased, 
after partaking of the mid-day meal, went upstairs to 
rest, and about a quarter past four he was found by his 
wife lying dead on the bed. He was fully dressed at the 
time. This was a painful shock to Mrs. Walker, although 
aware of her husband’s failing health. Medical aid was 
speedily summoned, but Dr. Wiggins pronounced life to 
be extinct, and as he could not then certify the cause of 
death, the circumstances were reported by Superinten- 
dent Bridger. 

Deceased, who was 65 years of age, had served in the 
Army in India, and on his retirement settled in Worthing 
where he was a well-known figure, more especially in that 
part of the town where he had resided. 

It transpired at the irquiry, which was held at the 
Cestral Hotel, on Thursday afternoon, before Mr. F. W. 
Butler (Coroner for West Sussex), that deceased had 
never readily consented to have a doctor to see him. 

The first witness, Mrs. Isabella Walker, the wife of 
the deceased, stated that she last saw her husband alive 
at two o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. At 4.30 she fond 
him dead on the bed. He was lying fully dressed, as 
though he had just thrown himself there. He had com- 
plained of feeling very weak at times, but had not been 
medically attended. So far as witness knew deceased 
had not been over exerting himself on the day of his 
death. On making the discovery she at once sent for 
assistance. No questions were put to witness. 

Mr. Henry Wiggins medical practitioner, Worthing, 
who had made a post mortem examination deposed 
that he saw deceased at a quarter to five o’clock. He 
appeared to have been lying down, and one leg was 
hanging over the bed. His examination revealed fatty 
degeneration of the heart. and the stomach and kidneys 
were congested. The liver was enlarged, but the brain 
was normal. The congestion was not entirely due to age. 
He attribnted the canse of death to syncope, due to the 
condition of the heart, and added that the end night 
have occurred at any time without extra exertion. 

Here «a juryman remarked that it had been rumoured 
that death was caused by an overdose of chloral or 
laudanum. Was it so? Mr. Wiggins replied that he had 
heard a suggestion of opium poisoning, and accordingly 
paid special attention to the condition of the stomach in 
making the post mortem examination, but there was no 
evidence of poisoning at all. The juryman: I am 
sure we ae all glad to hear that to contradict these 
rumours. It’s a eruel thing to circula‘e such tales. 

The verdict “ Death from na ural causes” was re- 
turned, the jury expressing their sympathy with the 
family. 

The funeral took place on Saturday afternoon.—7'he 

Worthing Mercury. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE SALE OF MEDICINES. 
Sir, 

I believe there is an old saying in the veterinary profes- 
sion—‘* Thatto be a successful 7virn practitioner, it is essen- 
tial to be a good judge of lameness, and to be successful in 
the country, it isessential to be a good castrator and ob- 
stetrician.’’ 

Whatever the effect of the motor car may be upon the 
truth of the first half of the proverb, I had imagined that 
that of the second would remain unaltered by any of the 
changes through which the profession is passing. One part 
of Mr. Cooke’s letter in your current issue has, therefore, 
surprised me a little. 


provision for imparting practical instruction to agricu 


The idea that stockowners should be taught from books 
to attempt surgery—some of it very difficult surgery, too- 
while the trained veterinary surgeon merely sells medicines, 
strikes meas singular. Many obstetric cases, for instance— 
which Mr. Cooke would leave to the owner—require profes- 
sional assistance at the outset. And who has not seen, in 
cases of this sort, the effect of the owners’ “relying on 
themselves’’ for a few hours before sending for a veteri- 
nary surgeon ? 

As far as castration is concerned, I should like to see the 
law in England like that in Italy, where it is illegal for any- 
one but a veterinary surgeon to perform the operation at all. 
If that state of things could be brought about in this 
country, then the veterinarian, freed from the rivalry of the 
unqualified castrator, could demand and obtain a better fee 
than he does at present. This point may perhaps be 
worthy the attention of our Council. 

Even at present, though, I fancy that many struggling 
country practitioners could be found who would disagree 
with Mr. Cooke from the financial point of view. 

There are veterinarians in the country who, if deprived 
of such remunerationas they can get from obstetrics and the 
castration of horses, cattle, sheep, and pigs would, in very 
truth, “‘ have to seek another sphere for their existence.”’ 

Castration and obstetrics, again, will always be open to 
country practitioners as sources of income. But the money 
to be gained from the sale of medicines will probably de- 
crease in amount year by year from other causes than 
those mentioned by Mr. Cooke. Even stockowners are now 
beginning, and will continue to realise, that hygiene is some- 
times more important than medicine in the cure of disease, 
and generally much more so in its prerention.—Y ours truly, 

“*M.R.C.V.S. 


R.V. Coit. anp AGricunturaL Stupents.—A Rawat. 
Sir, 

In an article signed by me which appeared in Zhe J'eteri- 
nary Record for the 10th March, the following paragraph 
occurred (page 632) : 

“Tt may not be generally known, but it is a fact, thet 
any person who pays a small fee can attend the lectures, be 
instructed in veterinary surgery, medicine, pathology, and 
anatomy at the Royal Veterinary College. In the interests 
of the profession this ought most decidedly to be stopped. 
A layman can go through the last two years at the College 
and leave with quite as much practical knowledge asa 
qualified man—the only difference between the two being 
that the qualified man knows the why and the wherefore 
of what he puts into practice. These men leave the College 
experts at neurectomies, firing, and in fact every operation 
the ordinary practitioner is called on to perform. The re- 
sult is that when he leaves he is not only able to attend to 
his own animals but also those of his neighbours for miles 
round about.”’ 

This paragraph is calculated to convey an erroneous in 
pression, as it implies at the R.V.C. it is a common thing 
for agricultural students to receive clinical instruction and 
perform operations. I wish to withdraw the paragraph and 
to express my regret that it appeared. 1 am satisfied that 
when I wrote it I knew of only one case in which a gentle- 


'man who was not studying for the diplom. of the [t.C.V.5. 


was allowed to operate, and that was two years ago. 1 am 
also satisfied that this was allowed unknown to the Principal. 
I must also ad1 that the regulations of the College anne 
students, and that applications from such students for leave 
to take part in the clinical work of the College are consi 
tently refused. In fact I believe that in this matter the 
Royal Veterinary. College leaves nothing to be desired.— 


Yours etce., | 
T. LisuMay. 


Royal Veterinary College. 
CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs. T. Lish- 
man, A. Maynard, G.H. Locke. ‘‘ Country 
Annual Report, Sanitary and Markets Dept. 
burgh, 1905, by A. Maxwell Williams, M,D., }.>¢-— ‘a 
West Cumberland Times, The Worthing Mereury, Ue Krenim 


‘News, The Carlisle Patriot, The Wigton Advertiser. 
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